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Wang  Says  Boylston  Building  Inadequate^ 
For  Its  Manufacturing  Needs 


By  Doris  Sue  Wong 

Representatives  from  Wang  Lab¬ 
oratories,  the  Chinese  Economic 
Development  Council  (CEDQ,  and 
the  city  and  federal  governments  met 
February  18  apparently  in  an  effort 
to  bring  Wang  back  into  the  $6 
million  Boylston  Building  project. 
Although  none  of  the  parties  con¬ 
cerned  would  say  after  the  meeting 
whether  Wang  has  officially  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  project,  a  spokes¬ 


person  for  the  Lowell-based  high 
technology  corporation  earlier  said 
Wang  management  has  found  the 
Boylrton  Budding  to  be  unsuitable 
for  its  manufacturing  needs  and 
would  be  looking  for  another  site 
elsewhere  in  Boston. 

This  decision  came  after  the  cor¬ 
poration’s  management  evaluated  a 
series  of  engineering  and  constru¬ 
ction  reports  conunissioned  by 
Wang  from  October  1981  to  January 
1982.  It  concluded  the  structure  of 


the  Boylston  Building  could  not  be 
renovated  to  support  a  Wang  manu¬ 
facturing  facility.  While  Michael 
Sulhvan  of  the  Wang  corporate 
communications  department  re¬ 
fused  to  discuss  the  details  of  the 
reports,  he  did  confirm  that  a  stru¬ 
ctural  engmeering  analysis  resulted 
in  the  finding  that  the  current  load- 
bearing  capacity  of  the  building  was 
“ridiculously  low’’  and  “could  not 
even  support  the  weight  of  a  person 
walking  on  the  floors.’’ 


Local  Leaders  React  To  District  Plan 


By  Doris  Sue  Wong 

Many  Chinatown  leaders  express¬ 
ed  surprise,  disappointment  and 
anger  over  the  Boston  City  Council’s 
7-2  vote  February  24  in  favor  of  a 
plan  which  puts  Chinatown,  South 
End  and  South  Boston  together  in 
one  electoral  district. 

Some  community  leaders,  who 
went  to  Qty  Hall  to  view  the  plan  a 
few  hours  before  the  council 
approved  it,  also  were  pertiubed  that 
City  Councilor  Terence  McDermott 
had  faded  to  inform  them  the  vote 
was  to  take  place  that  night.  Instead, 
McDermott,  chai^rson  of  the 
committee  responsible  for  drawing 
up  the  nine-district  plan,  “gave  the 
impression  the  process  was  still  open 
and  we  stdl  h^  time  to  lobby  the 
other  city  councdors’’  for  an  alter¬ 
native  plw,  Winnie  Tang,  executive 
director  of  the  Chinese  Consolidated 
Benevolent  Association,  said 
Chinatown  leaders,  consequently, 
neither  were  able  to  develop  and 
lobby  for  an  alternative  plan  nor 
were  they  on  hand  for  the  City 
Councd  debate  and  vote.  The 
McDermott  plan,  if  signed  by  the 
mayor,  will  become  effective  for  the 
1983  Qty  Councd  and  School  Com¬ 
mittee  elections. 

The  coimcd  was  charged  with 
creating  cfctrict  lines  after  voters  last 
November  3  approved  two  referenda 
which  revamp  the  current  at-large 
system  of  electing  the  nine-member 
City  Councd  and  the  five-member 
School  Committee.  Under  the  new 
structure,  each  governmental  body 
will  consist  of  13  members,  nine  to  be 
chosen  by  district  and  four  at-large. 


Qty  Councdor  Frederick 
Langone,  in  tium,  accused  Bolling 
and  Flynn  of  grandstanding  before 
the  media  and  the  mostly  black 
observers  in  the  councd  chamber. 
“Why  does  every  issue  in  this  city  ■ 
have  to  bring  up  race,  creed  and 
color?  It  happened  in  the  last 
election  and  it’s  happening  again 
here.  I  reject  that  issue.  It’s  not  a 
question  of  race  here  tonight,  or 
creed,  or  color.” 

Langone  contended  the  Mc¬ 
Dermott  plan  fulfills  the  conditions 
set  forth  by  the  state  law  on  district¬ 
ing,  which  calls  for  districts  that  are 
contiguous,  compact  and  preserve 
the  “integrity”  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  He  ftuther  pointed  out  that 
the  plan  includes  two  minority 
districts,  a  provision  heavdy  lobbied 
for  by  a  major  proponent  of  the  new 
government  structure,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  for  IMstrict  Representation. 
“Wiat  rjcre  do  you  want?” 
Langone  asked. 

According  to  the  1980  census,  he 
said,  there  are  36,000  people  in 
South  Boston,  which  represents 
about  50%  of  Ae  population  in  the 
Chinatown-South  End-South  Bos¬ 
ton  ^strict. 

“Chinatown  and  the  South  End 
said  they  wanted  to  stay  together,  so 
we  put  them  together  .  .  .  There  are 
liberals  in  South  Boston  who  can 
represent  you  people,”  he 
continued.  “And  when  they  build 
those  condominiums  on  the 
waterfront  (in  South  Boston),  who 
do  you  think  will  be  living  there? 
You  won’t  have  longshoremen  livtog 
there,  and  you  won’t  have  the  kind 
of  people  who  will  vote  for  Dapper 
(City  Councilor  Albert  O’Neill)  or 


placed  South  Boston  in  a  different 
district  from  the  South  End  and 
Chinatown.  Both  amendments  were' 
rejected  by  a  7-2  margin. 

Flynn  offered  an  amendment  to 
put  South  Boston  with  Savin  Hill, 
Uphams  Comer  and  the  Waterfront 
and  to  put  Chinatown  and  the  South 


End  with  Grove  Hall. 

In  arguing  for  the  alternative,  he 
said,  “I  think  in  all  our  hearts  we 
know  6,  7,  13  (South  Boston  and 
Savin  Hill)  belong  together.  And  I 
also  feel  that  the  South  End,  China- 

Continued  on  page  7 


Accordng  to  Michael  O  Bryon, 
CEDC  director  of  business  develop¬ 
ment,  CEDC  received  a  copy  of  the 
October  1 981  report  by  the  structural 
engineering  firm  Simpson,  Gum- 
pertz  and  Heger  of  Cambridge,  but 
has  not  been  given  copies  of  other  re¬ 
ports  commissioned  by  Wang.  The 
CEDC  Board  of  Directors,  conse¬ 
quently,  voted  on  February  9  to  hire 
two  engineering  consulting  firms  to 
conduct  its  own  study  on  the  struc¬ 
ture  soundness  of  the  Boylston 
Building  and  to  appoint  a  five- 
member  “blue  ribbon  committee’" 
of  engineers  to  analyze  the  results  of 
those  studies.  One  study,  under¬ 
taken  by  Arthur  Chu  Associates  of 
Boston,  was  completed  and  the 
report  presented  to  representatives 
of  Wang  at  the  February  18  meeting. 
CEDC  Executive  Ehrector  BUI 
Leong  said  en^neers  at  Chu  “believe 
the  buUding  is  sound  and  can  be 
brought  up  to  the  125  pounds  per 
square  foot  ...  at  a  maximum  cost 
of  $127,000.”  (The  required  mini¬ 
mum  live  load  capacity,  or  the  abUity 
of  a  buUding  to  carry  it  own  weight 
beyond  its  own  stmcture,  is  125 
pd./sq.  ft.  for  light  manufacturing 
facilities  under  the  Massachusetts 
State  BuUding  Code.)  The  report, 
however,  does  not  include  figures  on 
the  current  load-bearing  capacity  of 
the  buUding,  according  to  CEDC 
Board  Vice  President  Ron  Yee.  The 
other  engineering  firm  hired  by 
CEDC,  Rene  Mugnier  Associates  of 
Cambridge,  was  scheduled  to  report 
its  findings  to  CEDC  Febmary  22. 

According  to  Leong,  the  five- 
.  member  committee  appointed  to 
review  tbe  CH^OO-con\mi&;sioTved 

engineering  studies  includes  Charles 
T._  Ming  of  Stone  and  Webster; 
Andrew  Hsi,  chief  engineer  of  Stone 
and  Webster;  Sam  Tang  of  Charles 
T.  Main;  I-Hsiung  Tai  of  Charles  T. 
Main;  and  Y.T.  Li. 

According  to  the  Boston  Land¬ 
marks  Conunission,  the  six-story 
Boylston  BiUlding,  located  just 
outside  Chinatown  at  the  comer  of 
Washington  and  Boylston  St.,  was 
constructed  in  1887  for  the  Boylston 
Market  Association.  It  was  intended 
to  serve  retaU  uses  on  the  ground 
floor  with  office  or  wholesale  space 
above.  At  the  tum-of-the-century,  a 
number  of  wholesale  clothing 
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T-NEMC  Gets  $15  Million  To  Construct 
Health  Services  Education  Building 


Qty  Council  Debate 

During  the  heated  councU  debate. 
City  CouncUor  Bruce  BoUing  took 
exception  to  the  McDermott  plan. 
“What  we  see  here  is  a  perpetuation 
of  the  status  quo,  and  that  is  a  pre¬ 
dominantly  white,  Irish  Ca^oUc 
political  dominance  in  the  Qty  of 
Boston.  That  is  not  what  we  are  here 
to  do.  We  have  to  allow  for  the 
change  that  has  taken  place  in  this 
city  and  the  chaise  that  has  taken 
place  across  the  city.” 

He  added,  “I  don’t  think  we  have 
to  railroad  this  body  or  railroad  this 
city  into  something  that  is  not  paU- 
atable.”  The  council  had  a  M^ch  9 
deadline  by  which  to  pass  a  district 
plan.  If  it  did  not  meet  this  time  limit, 
the  mayor  would  have  become  r«- 
ponsible  for  drawing  up  the  district 
lines. 

Also  speaking  against  the 
McDermott  plan  was  City  CouncUor 
Raymond  Hynn.  “I  and  my  coU- 
cague  (Bolling)  have  heard  evep^- 
body  pulling  for  districts  in  which 
they  can  get  re-elected  .  .  .  But  the 
South  End,  Chinatown  and  South 
Boston  don’t  want  it.  Does  anybody 
want  the  South  End,  Chinatown  and 
South  Boston  in  this  district?  1  don’t 
know  of  anybody  who  wants  it. 


myself.” 

In  rising  to  defend  Im  plan, 
McDermott  stated  that  his  com¬ 
mittee  drew  up  the  map  with  con¬ 
siderations  of  ‘  ‘fairness,  openess  and 
timeliness”  in  mind.  “I  did  not 
attempt  to  carve  up  the  city  unfairly 
at  the  expense  of  the  people  of  color, 
of  the  Asians,  of  the  people  of  the 
Pacific  Islands  or  of  the  Hispanics,” 
he  said. 

He  added,  “There  tu-e  going  to  be 
people  who  are  going  to  feel  they  are 
being  dealt  a  bad  deal,  people  who 
wouldn’t  have  voted  for  dirtrict  re¬ 
presentation  if  they  had  seen  a  plan 
first.” 

Although  he  conceded  his  plan 
was  “not  perfect”,  McDermott  said 
his  committee  foUowed  the 
mandates  of  the  state  districting  law 
to  the  best  of  its  abUity.  Any  flaws  in 
the  plan,  he  concluded,  were  “the 
fault  of  the  (ambiguity  of  the)  leg¬ 
islation,  not  of  anybody  in  the  com¬ 
mittee  who  tried  to  put  this  (plan) 
together.” 

Amendments  Defeated 

City  CouncUors  Flynn  and 
BoUing,  who  both  voted  against  the 
McDermott  plan,  each  proposed  an 
amendment  which  would  have 


By  Edward  Mclnnis 

Tufts-New  England  Medical 
Center  (T-NEMC)  has  secured  $15 
million  in  federal  funds  to  buUd  a 
Health  Sciences  Education  BuUding 
that  wUl  contain  a  library  with 
almost  triple  the  number  of  volumes 
of  T-NEMC’s  present  Ubrary  and 
also  provide  a  computer  link  with  the 
National  Medical  Library  in  Wash¬ 
ington  D.C. 

T-NEMC  spokesman  H^k 
WUson  said  the  projwsed  buUding 
wUl  “provide  facUities  for  the 
.  teaching  programs  of  the  schools 
not  only  the  medical  school,  but  the 
dental,  veterinarian,  human 
nutrition  and  the  hospital.  The 
buUding  wUl  contain  a  libr^, 
auditorium,  classrooms,  seminar 
rooms,  some  administrative  space 
and  a  telecommunications  center. 
This  center  wUl  connect  T-NEMC 
with  its  associated  hospitals  in 
Massachusetts  and  also  with  the 


National  Medical  Library.” 

WUson  said  the  ne^  for  the 
buUding  was  first  identified  in  1%3. 
The  btSding  wUl  be  erected  on  the 
comer  of  Harrison  Ave.  and 
Harvard  St.  next  to  St.  James 
Church.  The  library  wiU  contain 
over  200,000  volumes,  as  opposed  to 
the  82,000  books  contained  in  the 
present  T-NEMC  library  located 
across  the  street  at  136  Hamson 
Avenue. 

Wilson  emphasized  that  “plans 
for  the  actual  buUding  are  stUl  pre¬ 
liminary  and  tentative.  Five  separate 
program  review  committees  are  just 
beginning  their  work.  We  can’t 
estimate  the  size  yet.”  WUson  also 
noted  that  the  proposed  Health 
Sciences  Education  BuUding  has 
long  been  part  of  Tufts  Master  Plan 
for  downtown  development. 

This  was  confirmed  by  Carole 
Mathieson,  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  (BRA)  Chinatown  co¬ 


ordinator,  who  said,  “The  height  of 
the  building  cannot  exceed  eight 
floors.  Other  than  that  everything  is 
still  in  the  planning  stage.  But  the 
design  must  be  in  conformance  with 
the  things  around  it.  Tlie  BRA  wUl 
work  with  Tufts  on  such  issues  as 
pedestrian  and  traffic  flow,  access, 
parking  arrangements,  landscaping 
and  consistency  with  the  rest  of  the 
system.” 

According  to  Regina  Lee  of 
Greater  Boston  Legal  Services,  the 
site  of  the  proposed  buUding  orgin- 
aUy  contained  residential  units  in¬ 
habited  by  Chinese  famUies.  Lee, 
who  acted  as  attorney  for  the 
remaining  tenants  before  Tufts  pur¬ 
chased  the  land,  said  the  previous 
owTier  had  to  evict  the  tenants  before 
Tufts  would  sign  the  purchase  agree¬ 
ment.  Tufts  and  the  previous  owner 
razed  the  buildings  and  site  is  now  a 
parking  lot  fur  the  use  of  T-NEMC 
employees 
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Impact  of  Local  And  Federal  Funding  Cuts  On  Chinatown  Agendes 


By  Edward  Mclnnis 

We  have  read  a  great  deal  about 
reduced  municipal  services  due  to 
Proposition  I'A  and  lessened  sup¬ 
port  for  human  services  due  to 
federal  cutbacks.  In  the  face  of  these 
constrictions  in  public  funding,  we 
asked  local  Chinatown  leaders  what 
effect  the  cutbacks  have  had  and  will 
have  on  their  agencies.  TTiese  are  the 
replies: 


“Cutbacks  will  redirect  money  in 
inappropriate  ways.  What’s  going  to 
happen  with  the  block  grants  and 
things  like  that  will  mean  more  com¬ 
petition  for  fewer  dollars.  The 
smaller  or  less  politically  powerful 
organizations  will  be  driven  out.  The 
direct  effect  will  be  a  huge  cutting  of 
services.  It  will  probably  constrict 
flow  of  services  three  to  four  years 
and  retard  the  development  of  ser¬ 
vices  just  now' taking  root.  A  lot  of 
people  will  be  hurt. 

“At  the  Health  Center  there  will 
be  cutbacks  in  areas  we  can  least 
afford:  family  planning,  health  edu¬ 
cation,  ment^  health.  We  offer  a 
comprehensive  preventive  type 
health  service.  Our  clients — because 
of  lack  of  means  or  lack  of  English — 
cannot  afford  to  have  someone 
guide  them  through  the  crazy  quilt 
system  of  health  care.  What  will 
happen  with  cutbacks  is  many, of 
these  people  will  fall  through  the 
cracks. 

“Of  course  we  will  look  to  other 
funding  sources.  But  where  those  re¬ 
sources  are  and  how  many  others 
will  be  going  to  them  is  another 
Question.  We  have  to  think  long  and 
hard  about  developing  resources  in 
our  own  community.  Not  only  the 
restaurant  owners  and  garment 
shop,  but  we  must  include  the  sub¬ 
urban  Asians.  We  should  look  to 
natural  sources  of  support.” 

— Pancho  Chang, 

Director, 

South  Cove  Community 

Health  Center 


“At  the  city  level,  the  community 
schook  program  has  been  cut  quite  a 
bit.  In  fact,  it  is  in  danger  of  running 
out  of  funds  before  the  end  of  the 
school  year.  It  is  a  very  precarious 
situation  because  of  both 
Proposition  2'A  and  the  Tregor  bill. 
A  number  of  administrative  and 
security  positions  are  going  unfilled 
because  of  the  cutback  including  loss 
of  in-kind  positions  from  CETA, 
Y.E.S.  etc.  We  are  operating  on  a 
skeleton  crew  most  of  the  time. 

“An  indirea  result  of  less  city 
funds  is  increased  competition  for 
block  grant  money.  We  will  be 
receiving  less  this  year  than  we 
wanted  .  .  .,  Acorn  Day  Care  will 
lose  25  %  of  its  slots  subsidized  by  the 
state  but  these  cuts  will  be  in  bits  and 
pieces,  by  attrition.  The  Refugee  Re¬ 
settlement  Program  will  be  reduced 
from  three  adult  ESL  classes  to  two. 
We  already  have  an  18-month  wait¬ 
ing  list  for  our  adult  ESL,  and  that’s 
without  the  full  impact  of  the  cuts.  I 
don’t  know  where  people  are  going 
to  go. 

“We  intend  to  keep  the  programs 
open — even  if  they  have  to  be  ^asti- 
cally  reduced — so  that  we  will  have 
something  to  build  on  in  the  future 
when  funds  become  available.  But  I 
think  people  in  the  community  have 
to  be  prepared  to  put  up  a  fi^t  for 
the  services  or  see  them  disappear.” 

— Bob  Bickerton, 

Director, 

Quincy  Community  School 


“About  a  month  ago,  the  Board 
of  Directors  in  response  to  federal 
cuts  voted  to  close  its  approximately 
1 1  neighborhood  offices  and 
consolidate  them  into  the  central 
office.  During  the  past  year,  we  went 
from  having  90  lawyers  to  66  and, 
after  services  are  centralized,  we  will 
probably  have  60  lawyers.  This 
means  we  have  had  to  reduce 
services.  We’ve  cut  down  on  the 
number  of  cases  where  we  provide 
full  representation.  Instead  we  are 
making  a  lot  of  referrak  and  giving 
advice  on  how  clients  should  present 


themselves  in  such  places  as  court  or 
the  welfare  office.  We  are  depending 
a  lot  more  on  the  ability  of  the  clients 
to  represent  themselves. 

“There  k  a  strong  possibility  that 
clients  are  being  denied  their  rights 
because  of  their  inability  to  represent 
themselves  adequately  in  these  situ¬ 
ations,  p^cularly  those  who  are 
non-En^sh  speaking  because  they 
lack  the  knowledge  of  how  the 
systems  work  and  are  not  sophisti¬ 
cated  about  the  systems.” 

— Regina  Lee, 

Greater  Boston  Legal  Services 


“One  of  the  most  noticeable  cut¬ 
backs  k  youth  stipends.  We  were 
employing  about  40  kids  over  a  year. 
None  of  these  kids  have  jobs  now. 
We  tried  to  find  them  jobs  in  the  pri¬ 
vate  sector  but  it  k  very  difficult 
given  the  language  barrier  and  the 
liigh  unemployment  rate.  We  also 
have  less  counselors  now  due  to  cut¬ 
backs.  I  think  the  outlook  is  pretty 
dkmal. 

“We  have  always  had  a  broad 
base  of  support.  We’ll  continue  to 
seek  funds  from  different  sources 
but  so  will  everyone  eke.  We  recently 
sent  a  concept  paper  to  HHS.  Nor¬ 
mally  they  might  receive  a  thousand. 
They  said  they  received  almost 
10,000.  That’s  unheard  of. 

“I  don’t  understand  what  Reagan 
is  doing.  The  rich  are  getting  more 
comfortable  and  the  disadvantaged 
are  suffering.  It  infuriates  me.  They 
will  spend  billions  on  bombs  which  is 
a  waste.  But  they  are  cutting  educ- 
cation  and  human  services  which  are 
never  a  waste.  These  are  the  thin^ 
that  make  people  more  effective  in 
their  communities.” 

— Jane  Leung, 

Executive  Director, 

Boston  Chinese  YES 


“We  will  be  receiving  zero  federal 
dollars  this  year.  The  f^eral  agency 
that  funds  us — the  Community  Ser¬ 
vices  Adminstration — no  longer 
exkts.  All  of  the  Community  Devel¬ 
opment  Corporations  have  been  cut. 


We  will  rely  on  our  own  investments. 
We  have  spun  off  some  of  our  pro¬ 
grams — manpower,  the  cultural  cen¬ 
ter — which  generate  their  own 
funds.  But  CEDC  k  strong  enough 
to  survive  on  its  own  investments.” 
— Bill  Leong, 

Director, 

Chinese  Economic  Development 
Council 

“For  Chinatown  as  a  whole,  ser¬ 
vices  have  been  cut,  particularly  in 
education  and  human  services.  It  is  a 
difficult  situation  to  rake  funds  from 
sources  other  than  the  government. 
But  we  will  approach  other  sources, 
such  as  private  foundations  and  par¬ 
ticularly  members  of  the  communi¬ 
ty,  because  C.  A.C.A.  belongs  to  the 
community.  It  is  time  that  the  com¬ 
munity  re^es  that  we  can’t  rely  on 
absentee  funding  for  support.” 

— Chau-ming  Lee, 

Executive  Director, 

Chinese  American  Civic 
Association 

“It  is  confusing.  Itk  unclear  what 
will  happen.  The  Senate  and  Con¬ 
gress  approved  an  appropriation  for 
the  Department  of  Education  that 
would  provide  funding  for  the  edu¬ 
cation  programs  that  would  include 
HOPE  Talent  Search.  Internally,  the 
Department  of  Education  and  the 
Office  of  Management  and  Budget, 
at  an  administrative  level,  asked  for  a 
revked  budget  that  did  not  include 
HOPE  Talent  Search.  However,  it 
appears  that  public  pressure  on 
Congress  may  reverse  this.  Even  if 
we  do  get  fimded,  we  will  be  cut. 
Ako,  the  total  doll^  amount  for  aid 
to  students  will  be  cut.” 

— Maria  Aguiar, 

Director, 

HOPE  Talent  Search 

“We  don’t  receive  any  public 
funding  so  we’ve  had  no  decrease  in 
services.  All  the  Y’s  are  membership 
organizations  and  we  also  receive 
support  from  United  Way.  The  only 
effect  of  cutbacks  has  b^n  indirect 
through  loss  of  jobs  for  youth  pro¬ 
vided  by  city  agencies  like  Y.E.S. 


and  ABCD.” 

“On  Proposition  2'A:  We’ve  been 
overspending  for  too  long  and  the  in¬ 
dividual  taxpayer  can’t  continue  to 
shoulder  the  burden.  On  the  other 
hand  there  are  a  lot  of  problems  that 
must  be  solved.  The  only  conclusion 
I  can  draw  is  that  business  must  take 
the  lead.  Big  business  has  a  moral 
obligation  to  assume  this  role.” 

— Ron  Yee, 

Executive  Director, 

South  Cove  YMCA 

“Other  than  a  block  grant  this 
year,  we  don’t  receive  any  public 
funding  except  for  the  VEEP  pro¬ 
gram  which  we  sponsor.  Thk  pro¬ 
gram  is  being  cut.  In  terms  of  future 
job  training,  I  think  compames 
should  provide  their  own  training. 
Some  of  the  larger  companies  should 
pull  together  funds  for  an  agency  like 
VEEP  which  has  a  good  track  record 
of  training  people  and  placing  them 
in  jobs.  TThs  would  be  a  good 
investment  for  the  companies.  But 
even  then  they  want  people  with  a 
fairly  high  level  of  English  to  be^ 
with.  The  people  with  low  EngUsh 
skills  are  going  to  end  up 
unemployed,  on  welfare  or  in  low- 
paying  jobs.  We  are  really  in  for  hard 
times.” 

— Winnie  Tang, 

Executive  Director, 

Chinese  Consolidated  Benevolent 
Association 

“We  are  funded  by  Title  XX  so 
that  means  we  have  had  a  cutback. 
The  state  reimbursement  per  child  is 
less  and  the  state  has  limit^  the  staff 
to  child  ratio  to  1  adult  for  12  child¬ 
ren.  Before  there  was  no  limit. 
Before  the  cutback,  the  ratio  was  1  to 
4.  They’ve  ako  expanded  the  num¬ 
ber  of  after  school  slots  and  lessened 
the  staff.  So  now  we  have  more  kids 
and  less  staff  which  means  less  atten¬ 
tion  can  be  paid  to  each  child.  In 
addition,  we  used  to  have  space  rent- 
free  at  the  Abraham  Lincoln  School. 
We  now  have  to  pay  rent  at  the 
Church  of  AH  Nations.” 

— Lorelei  Leung, 

Boston  Children’s  Services 


Conversion  Of  Old  Army  Base  To  Garment  Center  May  Cost  Up  To  $18  Million 


port  workers  from  South  Station  to  room  for  the  workers.  As  for  day 
the  work  site.  In  addition,  the  need  care,  some  could  use  it  but  it  appears 
for  dining  space  and  day  care  was  that  the  majority  of  the  workers  can 
revealed.  Chelminiak  said,  “We  will  continue  to  use  the  services  they  now 
have  to  put  in  some  kind  of  lunch  use.  However,  it  is  still  a  possibility 


Pmeat  aad  propoaed  die  of  ganaeat  diatrict. 


Asian  Women's  Program  To  Be  Held  March  12th 


By  Edward  Mclnnk 

An  almost  completed  study  on  the 
feasibility  of  relocating  the 
downtown  Boston  garment  industry 
to  the  Army  Base  in  South  Boston 
indicates  that  the  cost  of  the  re¬ 
novations  will  be  from  16  to  18 
million  dollars.  According  to  Dan 
Fishbein,  manager  of  r^  estate 
services  at  the  &onomic  Develop¬ 
ment  and  Industrial  Corporation 
(EDIQ,  the  city  agency  that  com¬ 
missioned  the  study,  the  main 
renovations  will  be  increased 
elevator  service  and  an  improved 
electrical  system  to  accomodate  the 
needs  of  the  garment  companies. 

Fishbein  said,  “What  we  have  to 
do  now  k  work  with  the  GSA 
(General  Services  Administration) 
and  the  Army  to  make  that  space 
available.  We  have  been  receiving 
strong  support  from  the  Boston 
legislative  delegation,  particularly 
Congressman  Moakley  and  Senator 
Tsongas.  We  hope  the  first 
companies  can  move  in  by  next  fall 
and  that  the  new  garment  center  will 
be  fully  set  up  by  the  Summer  of 
1983.  We  see  it  as  a  phased-in 
process.” 

Fishbein  said  each  company  will 
need  on  the  average  $W,0^  in 
equipment  and  improvements  to 
make  the  move.  EDIC  will  work 
with  the  companies  to  help  the 
financing.  As  to  where  the  money 
will  come  from,  Lee  Chelminiak, 
ako  of  EDIC,  said,  “The  money  will 
come  from  a  combination  of 
sources.  We  will  be  seeking  a  private 
developer  in  the  next  few  months. 
We’ll  apply  for  UDAG  and  CDBG 
mone>  and  we’re  also  looking  into 
possibk  state  support. 

“Because  the  building  is  over  60 
y.a»rs  old  it  qualifies  for  a  20^#  in- 
ves'ment  tax  credit.  Ako,  the  18 
million  dollats  will  offer  a  potential 
'iivestor  or  developer  a  substantial 
depreciation  allowance.  So  the 
money  will  come  from  a  variety  of 
public  and  private  sources.” 

Chelminiak  stressed  that  despite 
the  millions  needed  for  renovation, 
“The  buiklmg  is  structurally  very 
sound.  It  w.i.s  just  never  us^  for 


industry.  It  was  a  storage  area  and  an 
induction  center.  It  k  built  of  cement 
like  a  bunker.  The  money  will  be 
used  to  industrialize  the  biiilding.” 

When  asked  about  the  readiness 
of  garment  companies  to  make  the 
move.  Mutton  Sudalter,  chairman 
of  the  Garment  Industry  Relocation 
Association  and  himself  a  garment 
company  owner,  said  “Provided 
EDIC — who  will  be  the  landlord — 
will  put  in  the  power  and  upgrade  the 
elevators,  I  don’t  see  any  problem  in 
going  in  there.  It  should  be  a  boon  to 
the  industry.  The  only  hold-up  k  the 
renovations.  The  longer  thk  thing 
goes  on,  the  unhappier  we’ll  be.  The 
28  companies  in  the  Association  are 
ready  and  willing  to  go.” 

One  possible  complication  k 
whether  many  of  the  garment 
companies  can  afford  to  remain  in 
their  present  locations  until  they 
move  in  the  face  of  rking  demand  to 
develop  these  downtown  spaces. 
Despite  reports  that  Dr.  Jerome 
Grossman  of  Tufts  New  England 
Medical  Center  (T-NEMQ  had  defi¬ 
nitely  agreed  not  to  raise  rents  in  two 
Tufts-leased  buildings  at  IS  and  33 
Kneeland  Street  which  house  some 
25  garment  companies  and  8(X) 
employees,  until  they  can  make  the 
move.  Hank  Wilson,  a  spokesman 
for  T-NEMC  said,  “As  far  as  the 
rents  are  concerned,  we  are  still 
awaiting  the  final  information  of  the 
EDIC  study.  No  commitment  has 
been  made  on  a  long-term  basis.  But 
there  has  been  no  change;  the  rents 
haven’t  been  raised.” 

Other  possible  complications  were 
brought  out  by  Glenn  Hutloff,  a 
member  of  the  GIRA  Advisory 
Committee.  “W'e  have  a  real  fear 
that  it  (the  relocation  effort)  will  fall 
through.  There  are  a  number  of 
questionable  aspeas,  such  as 
whether  the  planned  subsidies  will 
come  through,  finalizing  the  actual 
purchase  price  and  the  slow 
movement  of  the  GSA  on  appraisal 
of  the  building.” 

In  a  related  study  on  employee 
needs  ako  commissioned  by  EDIC,  a 
high  demand  for  shuttle  bus  service 
was  revealed.  The  buses  would  trans- 


On  Friday,  March  12th,  the  Asian 
American  Resource  Workshop 
(AARW)  and  Asian  Sisters  In 
Action  (ASIA)  will  co-sponsor  an 
Asian  W'omen’s  Program  in  celebra¬ 
tion  of  International  Women’s  Day. 

The  program  will  include  a 


showing  of  “Ourselves”,  the  first 
film  to  focus  on  the  Asian  women’s 
movement,  a  workshop  presentation 
by  Liz  Young  who  k  featured  in  the 
film  with  the  New  York  organiza¬ 
tion,  Asian  Women  United,  and 
poetry  and  songs  by  local  Asian 


that  we  would  provide  day  care 
service.”  Some  1500  garment 
workers,  of  whom  about  half  are 
Asian,  are  expected  to  make  the 
move. 


American  women. 

The  program  will  be  held  at  the 
AARW,  27  Beach  Street,  3rd  floor, 
in  Chinatown.  The  requested  don¬ 
ation  k  $3.  For  more  information, 
please  call  426-5313. 
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Four  Women  Speak  Out  On  Being 
Asian,  American  And  Female 


By  Gloria  Chun 

A  few  stereotypes  about  Asian 
American  women  may  have  been 
shattered  after  four  Chinese  females 
who,  api^ed  on  a  half-hour  TV 
program  in  Boston,  spjoke  up  about 
themselves,  their  experiences  and 
their  quiet  anguish. 

How  do  non-Asian  people  per¬ 
ceive  Asian  American  women? 
asked  the  program  host,  Ted 
O’Brien  on  the  February  4  broadcast 
of  “Weekday”  on  Charmel  7. 

“Docile,”  “obedient,”  “exotic,” 
^‘passive,”  “hardworking,” 

“sexual,”  were  the  adjectives 
supplied  by  the  women. 

But  the  four  Asian  women  who 
took  the  stage  did  not  themselves  fall 
into  the  stereotypes.  They  were  not 
quiet.  They  were  not  images  of  Suzi 
Wong.  They  talked,  expressing  iimer 
feelings  deeply  hidden  away. 
Feelings  rarely  expressed  out  in  the 
open,  out  in  the  open  to  the  public 
and  non-Asian  world. 

Jennie  Yee.  Bom  in  San  Francisco 
Chinatown.  Today,  a  psychologist 
working  at  the  South  Cove  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center.  She  had  ex¬ 
perienced  much  sexual  harassment 
from  white  men.  She  kept  anger 
suppressed.  She  blamed  herself.  She 
tried  to  ignore  the  insults.  One  day, 
she  yelled  back,  shocking  herself  at 
her  strength,  a  newfound  strength 
developed  after  sharing  with  other 
Asian  women  her  experiences  and 
anguish. 

Were  you  harassed  as  a  woman  or 
as  an  Asian  American? 

Yee:  “Both.  But  it’s  harder  when 
you’re  Asian.  It’s  harder  to  express 
anger.  It’s  facing  both  sexism  as  well 
as  racism — it’s  a  double  whammy.” 

Frances  Ng,  bom  in  Boston 
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Chinatown.  Grew  up  in  Dorchester 
and  works  at  Tufts  New  England 
Hospital. 

“Most  Oriental  women  who  go 
out  to  a  disco  or  to  a  nightclub  are 
going  to  be  limited  as  a  minority. 
Most  men  will  approach  you  because 
you  are  Orient^  .  .  .  not  because 
they  think  they  want  to  get  to  know 
you.  If  you’re  in  a  night  club,  you 
present  an  image  of  a  Suzi  Wong.  It 
allows  them  the  accessibility  to  go  to 
bed  with  you.” 

Cynthia  Yee.  Bom  and  raised  in 
Boston  CJiinatown.  Did  not  leave 
until  college.  An  elementary  school 
teacher  at  the  Quincy  School.  Asked 
the  question,  do  you  see  yourself  as 
Chinese  or  American,  she  answered: 
“I  spent  half  my  life  saying  to  people 
that  I’m  Chinese.  Then  I  went  to 
China  in  1973,  and  everybody  there 
said  to  you,  ‘You  Americans  .  .  .’ 
I’m  not  China-Chinese  and  I’m  not 
‘Father  Knows  Best’  American 
either. 

Sara  Ting.  A  product  of  an  all- 
white  neighborhood.  Never  lived  in 
Chinatown.  The  only  one  of  the  four 
wearing  a  Chinese  silk  blouse.  Her 
parents  were  different;  they  did  not 
forbid  Sara  from  dating  a  non- 
Chinese.-  Today,  a  moderator/ 
producer  of  a  public  affairs  program 
at  WMBR  radio  and  public  affairs 
director  at  Warner  Annex  Cable  TV. 

Sara:  “How  I  perceive  myself  ... 
is  not  a  question  of  choosing.  It’s 
embracing  both.  Yes,  I’m  Chinese 
because  I  look  it.  And  I’m  American 
because  I  was  bom  here.  I’m  not  Af¬ 
ferent  from  other  Americans.  I  have 
the  same  emotions.  It  saddens  me 
when  people  stereotype  me  and 
don’t  accept  me  as  a  person.” 

Jennie  Yee:  ‘  ‘When  I  was  young,  I 
hated  my  parents  because  they  were 
Chinese  and  didn’t  speak  English.  I 
hated  being  Chinese.  But  if  I  reject 
my  parents  and  my  culture,  then  I  re¬ 
ject  myself.  (We  have)  lots  of  inter¬ 
nal  pressure.  Being  Asian  American 
is  an  important  statement  (because)  I 
am  a  part  of  both.” 

You  sound  comfortable  with 
yourself.  Yee;  “It’s  been  a  ten-year 
process.” 

Frances  Ng  on  growing  up  in  Dor¬ 
chester,  a  mostly  Irish  white  com¬ 
munity.  “I  lost  a  lot  of  friends  (when 
I  left  Chinatown  at  age  14),  I  made 


few  new  friends  (in  Dorchester).  I 
had  a  social  life,  (but  it  was)  awkard. 
At  dances  I  was  the  only  Chinese,  the 
only  minority,  for  that  matter.  I  had 
great  difficulty  figuring  out  how  to 
behave.” 

Jennie  Yee  on  growing  up  in  San 
Francisco  Chinatown:  “We  were 
insulated.  We  had  our  own  culture, 
our  own  environment.  I  felt  different 
from  others.  Although  I  attended  a 
high  school  (that  was)  all-Asian,  I 
still  had  difficulty  speaking  up  .  .  . 
it’s  unusual  to  hear  someone  from 
Chinatown  who  is  articulate  ...  if 
you’re  an  immigrant  or  from  China¬ 
town,  you’re  not  expected  to 
speak  .  .  . 

Sara  Ting  in  a  poem  called  “Being 
a  (Chinese  American  Woman,”  rhe¬ 
torically  asks  “why  is  there  no  ac¬ 
knowledgement”  of  her  humanness, 
of  her  smile,  or  her  hello.  “Am  I 
ugly?”  “Have  I  done  something 
wrong?”  Her  answer,  “Oh  yes,  I 
forgot,  my  eyes  are  slanted.” 

Ting  continues  in  the  second  half 
of  her  poem,  “Friends  tell  me  I  am 
preoccupied  with  racism  ...  too 
sensitive,  how  do  I  know  people 
reject  me  because  of  Asianness? 

.  .  .  How  do  I  know,  because  I  have 
rejected  Asians,  too.” 

Cynthia  in  speaking  about  stereo- 
'  types  recoimts  her  college  gym 
teacher’s  first  reaction  to  CyntWa: 
“I’m  glad  you’re  here,  I  was  looking 
for  a  good  game  of  ping  pong.” 
Cynthia  doesn’t  even  play  ping 
pong. 

Stereotypes  and  racism  and  sexual 
harassment  and  images  of  Suzi 
Wong.  Either  be  a  dragon-lady  or  be 
passive:  a  double  whammy  of  sexism 
and  racism  faced  by  at  least  these 
Asian  women,  perhaps  by  more,  if 
more  spoke  up.  Speaking  up  is 
occuring  at  a  greater  rate.  There  are 
more  “networks”  of  Asian 
American  women  being  developed, 
both  on  the  local  college  level  as  well 
as  with  working  women.  One  of  the 
local  support  groups  is  A.S.I.A.- 
Asian  Sisters  in  Action.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  write  to  A.S.IA.  c/o  the 
Cambridge  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  Street  in  Cambridge,  MA 
02138. 

The  “speaking  out”  on  the 
locally-produced  program  created 
surprising  reaction  from  the 


audience  and  from  viewers.  On  the 
set,  the  mostly  white,  all-female 

audience  expressed  disbelief  at  some 
of  the  statements  by  the  four  Chinese 
women. 

One  woman  from  the  audience 
stood  up  to  say:  “I’m  amazed.  I’ve 
never  known  prejudice  against  an 
Asian  person.” 


WNAC-TV  pro- 

Newman,  the  program 

created  consider'cvt^  _ _ 

viewers,  many  from  non-Chinese 
callers  who  were  “pulled  into”  the 
showt  and  unaware  of  the  issues 
discussed.  Newman  herself 
expressed  surprise  at  the  “thoughtful 
reaction,”  prompted  by  the  show. 


GBBCA  Holds  Grand  Opening  Of  Activity  Center  In  Weston 


By  Anna  Yee 

More  than  60  guests  attended  the 
grand  opening  of  the  Greater  Boston 
Chinese  cAtural  Association’s 
(GBCCA)  Activity  Center  February 
6  at  the  Field  School,  99  School  St., 
Weston. 

Gloria  Chun,  host  and  producer 
of  WNAC-TV’s  “Asian  Focus”, 
paformed  the  ribbon-cutting  cere¬ 
mony  while  guests  applauded. 
Among  the  guests  were  G^rge  Pan, 
chairperson  of  the  Chinese  Econo¬ 
mic  Development  Council;  Carol 
Hinckleton,  Weston  School  Com¬ 
mittee  member;  Billy  Chin, 
chairperson  of  the  Chinese  Consoli¬ 
dated  Benevolent  Association;  Gus 
Sayer,  curriculum  specialist  of  the 
Weston  School  system;  and  Frank 
Chin  of  the  Qty  of  Boston’s  pur¬ 
chasing  department. 

Hinckleton,  former  GBCCA 
President  Dr.  Chang-seng  Lian  and 
GBCCA  Associate  Director  Sophia 
Ho  provided  the  welcoming  and 
opening  remarks. 

The  opening  of  the  Activity 


Center  was  the  realization  of  the 
Weston  Field  School  Activity  Center 
Plan  proposed  by  the  long-range 
planning  committee  of  the  GBCCA. 
Ever  since  the  GBBCA  board  first 
approved  this  plan  last  September 
26,  a  fundraising  effort  has  been 
mounted  throu^out  the  greater 
Boston  area. 

An  estimated  $11,000  will  be 
needed  to  run  the  center  during  its 
first  year.  Of  the  $11 ,000,  $5,500  will 
go  towards  rent  and  utility  and  the 
remainder  towards  purchasing  fur¬ 
nishings,  decorations  and  audio¬ 
visual  and  music  equipment. 

The  center  presently  consists  of 
two  large  rooms,  totalling  approx¬ 
imately  2,300  sqare  feet,  which  vvill 
be  used  for  various  activities 
sponsored  by  the  GBBCA.  There 
currently  are  13  special  purpose 
committees  which  involve  more  than 
100  GBCCA  menbCTS  and  were 
formed  to  plan  and  conduct  various 
activities,  programs  and  services. 
The  center  will  maintain  a  library, 
cooking  f^acilities,  a  piano,  audio¬ 
visual  equipment  and  a  multi¬ 


purpose  function  room.  The  asso¬ 
ciation  will  continue  to  provide  pro¬ 
grams  such  as  financial  planning 
seminars,  investment  seminars, 
movies,  square  dance,  sports,  child¬ 
ren’s  projects  and  socials.  Adult 
education  and  music  classes  are  sch¬ 
eduled  to  begin  this  spring.  ' 

By  the  end  of  1 98 1 ,  more  than  1 84 
fam^es  contributed  $13,606  to  the 
Activity  Center  fund,  while  another 
15  farriilies  donated  $8000  worth  in 
furnishings,  supplies  and  services. 
Among  the  contributors  were  eight 
“specif  givers”  (over  $200),  ten 
“benefactors”  ($200),  52  “support¬ 
ers”  ($100),  79  “general  givers” 
($50)  and  40  “donors”  (under  $50). 

GBCCA  is  dedicated  to  encourag¬ 
ing,  fostering,  cultivating,  sponsor¬ 
ing  and  developing  the  understand¬ 
ing,  study,  education,  promotion 
and  appreciation  of  the  Chinese  arts, 
literature,  history  and  langu^e  for 
members  and  the  general  public.  The 
association  is  governed  by  an  elected 
board  of  directors  consisting  of  the 
president,  clerk,  treasurer,  three 
immediate  past  presidents,  chair¬ 


person  of  the  association,  school 
committee  and  committee  of  Ethnic 
Heritage  Studies,  and  five  officers- 
at-large.  The  association  includes 
two  affiliated  Chinese  language 
schools  in  greater  Boston — the 
Newton  Chinese  Langu^e  School 
and  the  Lexington  Chinese  Lan¬ 
guage  School. 

GBCCA  was  founded  in  1956  at 
St.  Mary’s  Episcopal  Church,  Dor¬ 
chester.  The  association  was  incor¬ 
porated  is  recognized  as  a  nonprofit 
charitable  organization.  Presently, 
the  association  has  more  than  350 
family  members. 

For  this  month,  the  GBCCA  has 
scheduled  a  number  of  activities  to 
be  held  at  its  new  center.  March  6: 
checkers,  go  and  other  games. 
March  13:  CJiinese  folk  dance. 
March  20:  movie.  March  27:  medical 
seminar  entitled  “Heart  and  You”. 
For  more  information,  write  the 
GBCCA  Activity  Center,  Field 
School,  99  School  St.,  Weston,  MA 
02193  or  call  the  center  at  (617) 
894-5148. 


Asian  Women's  Project 


“Chinese  Women  of 
Amcrica,1848-1982,”  apioneering 
research  project  sponsored  by  the 
Chinese  Culture  Foundation  with 
funding  provided  by  the  Women’s 
Educational  Equity  Act  Program 
of  the  United  States  Department  of 
Education,  is  now  underway. 
Under  Project  Director  Judy  Yung 
and  Project  Investigators  Genny 
Lim  and  Vincente  Tang,  a 
thorough  study  of  the  Chinese 
women  of  America — their  lives, 
struggles  and  achievements — from 
their  earliest  arrival  to  the  present 
day  will  be  conducted  through  ar¬ 
chival  materials,  interviews,  as  well 
as  secondary  sources. 

The  study  will  examine  the  ef¬ 


fects  of  immigration  and  exclu¬ 
sionary  laws  on  Chinese  women 
during  the  so-called  Exclusion 
period  from  1882  to  1943.  It  wUl 
explore  the  subsequent  improved 
status  of  Chinese  American 
women  from  1965  to  1982,  made 
possible  by  increased  educational 
and  employment  opportunities. 
Ultimately,  it  hopes  to  shed  light 
on  the  achievements  of  Chinese 
American  women  and  the  signifi¬ 
cant  role  they  played  in  the 
development  of  CWnese  American 
history. 

The  two-year  project  will 
culminate  in  a  traveling  exhibit  ^d 
accompanying  catalogue  tracing 
the  historical  and  contemporary 


role  of  Chinese  women  of 
America.  It  follows  in  the  wake  of 
the  successful  exhibition,  “The 
Chinese  of  America:  1785-1980,” 
presented  by  the  Chinese  Culture 
Center  last  fall,  now  on  a  national 
tour. 

Judy  Yung  and  Genny  Lim  are 
co-authors  of  the  book  Island: 
Poetry  and  History  of  Chinese  Im¬ 
migrants  on  Angel  Island, 
1910-1940  with  Him  Mark  Lai. 
Vincente  Tang  served  as  consul¬ 
tant  to  the  “Chinese  of  America: 
1785-1980”  exhibition  project  and 
as  a  coordinator  for  the  Second 
National  Conference  on  Chinese 
American  Studies  held  at  the 


Center  last  year. 

The  project  welcomes  artifacts, 
memorabilia,  photographs  and  ar¬ 
ticles  of  interest  relating  to  Chinese 
women  through  the  years.  Project 
staff  is  also  seeking  to  interview  a 
representative,  national  sampling 
of  women  who  arrived  in  the  U.S. 
in  the  early  1900’s,  second  and 
third  generation  Chinese 
American  women,  recent  women 
immigrants  since  the  1960’s,  and 
outstanding  Chinese  American 
women  in  different  fields  of  work. 
Contact  the  “Chinese  Women  of 
America  Project,’’  Chinese 
Culture  Center,  750  Kearny  St., 
San  Francisco,  CA  94108;  (415) 
986-1822. 
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Our  Roots  In  History:  Commemorating 
The  First  Chinese  Exclusion  Act— Part  II 


By  Vhian  l>ee  and  Peter  Kian(; 

A.sian  American  Resource 
Workshop 

May  1982  will  mark  the  100th  an- 
nivers^  of  the  first  Chinese 
Exclusion  Aa.  As  part  of  Asian/ 
Pacific  Heritage  Week,  the  Asian 
American  Resource  Workshop 
(AAR  W)  will  commemorate  this  sig¬ 
nificant  and  symbolic  anniversary 
with  a  series  of  bilingual  education^ 
and  cultural  programs  at  the  (Quincy 
Community  School  on  May  9th  and 
KXh.  One  hundred  years  after  the 
first  Chinese  Exclusion  Act,  the 
AAR  W  hopes  to  generate  communi¬ 
ty  pride  and  understanding  in  our 
people’s  survival,  contributions, 
creative  expression  and  deep  rooted¬ 
ness  in  America  despite  more  than  a 
century  of  social,  political  and  econ¬ 
omic  exclusion.  This  article  is  the 
second  in  a  series  meant  to  provide 
some  historical  background  to  the 
commemoration.  Anyone  interested 
in  helping  to  organize  the  programs 
or  wanting  more  information  should 
contact  Peter  Kiang  at  AARW,  27 
Beach  St.,  3rd  floor,  Boston 
Chinatown  021 11;  phone  426-5313. 

Part  II:  The  Impact  of  Exclusion: 

Paper  Sons,  Picture  Brides, 

Community  and  World  War  II 

The  Chinese  Exclusion  Acts, 
National  Origins  Act  of  1 924  and  the 
Tydings-McDuffie  Act  of  1935  suc¬ 
cessfully  and  successively  excluded 
immigration  of  Chinese,  Japanese, 
Korean,  East  Indian  and  Pilipino 
workers.  Each  group  had  come  with 
dreams  of  prosperity  as  guaranteed 
in  the  labor  contracts  they  had  been 
convinced  to  sign.  The  hard  labor  of 
these  pioneering  Asians  accounted 
for  much  of  America’s  economic 
and  industrial  development  at  the 
turn  of  the  century.  Yet,  the 
historical  cycle  of  exploitation  was 
clear  and  complete:  recruitment  of 
cheap  contract  labor,  munigration 
ot  young  male  sojourners,  hard 
work,  settlement,  yellow  peril, 
exclusion  and  mob  violence.  Each 
Asian  immigrant  group  fell  victim  to 
this  vicious  cycle. 

As  a  result  of  exclusion,  Asians  in 
America  found  themselves  with  few 
options,  little  security  and  no 


families.  Some  returned  home, 
having  to  accept  their  failure  and 
humiliation  in  not  coming  back  as 
rich  men.  Others  migrated  to  the 
Midwest,  South  and  Northeast  to 
escape  the  bitterness  of  California. 
Following  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  South,  plantation  owners 
recruited  Chinese  as  a  source  of 
cheap  labor  to  compete  against  the 
freed  Afro-American  slaves.  Sim¬ 
ilarly,  the  first  Chinese  in  Boston  had 
originally  been  recruited  as  scab 
labor  to  break  a  strike  of  shoemakers 
in  North  Adams,  Massachusetts,  in 
1876.  Ironically,  the  continued 
recruitment  of  exploitable  labor 
brought  Chinese  and  other  Asians 
across  the  country  on  the  railroads 
that  they  themselves  had  helped  to 
build. 

While  some  Asian  communities 
developed  during  this  period  on  the 
East  Coast  in  Philadelphia,  New 
York,  Washington,  Boston,  and 
even  in  Mississippi,  many  on  the 
West  Coast  were  destroyed  or  aban¬ 
doned.  Those  communities  that  re¬ 
mained  provided  housing,  jobs, 
social  and  cultural  familiarity  and 
much-needed  protection.  The 
Chinatowns,  Little  Tokyos  and 
Manilatowns  served  then,  as  they  do 
today,  as  gathering  places  for  Asian 
strength  and  survivi  in  America. 

The  impact  of  exclusion,  while  re¬ 
stricting  immigration,  also  prevented 
the  development  of  Asian  communi¬ 
ties.  In  1900,  the  number  of  Chinese 
men  in  the  U.S.  was  close  to  85, (XX) 
while  the  Chinese  female  population 
was  less  than  2,000.  Sa^y,  the 
majority  of  these  women  who  had 
come  to  America  were  already  sold 
as  prostitutes.  By  law,  the  1882  Ex¬ 
clusion  Act  considered  Chinese 
wives  in  C3una  to  have  the  same 
status  as  that  of  their  laboring  hus¬ 
bands  in  America.  Thus  counted  as 
laborers,  the  Qiinese  wives  were 
legally  excluded  and  denied  the  right 
to  join  their  husbands.  Furthermore, 
the  1924  Asian  Exclusion  Act  stated 
that  no  Chinese  women  were 
allow^lto  enter  the  U.S.  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  permanent  residence.  This 
included  the  wives  of  merchants  and 
even  the  wives  of  American-born 
Chinese.  Chinese  family  life — the 
core  of  strength  and  tradition  for  all 
Chinese — was  as  much  an  empty 


dream  in  America  as  that  of  return¬ 
ing  to  China  with  the  riches  of  the 
Gold  Mountain. 

Nevertheless,  immigrants  who  lost 
hope  in  returning  prosperously  to 
their  homelands  soon  realized  the 
importance  of  building  legitimate, 
heathy  communities  in  America. 
Although  legally  restricted,  many 
Asians  collectively  developed 
“extra-legal”  ways  of  generating 
pride,  community  and  even  a  second 
generation. 

After  the  1906  earthquake  and  fire 
destroyed  all  of  San  Francisco’s  im¬ 
migration  and  birth  records,  many 
Chinese  immigrants  declar^  exis¬ 
tence  of  children,  usually  sons,  who 
were  still  in  China.  With  papers  and 
correct  answers  during  interror 
gation,  a  son  might  be  allowed  to 
enter  the  U.S.  A  boy  of  the  proper 
age  would  then  cross  the  Pacific 
cjurying  the  papers  that  identified 
him  as  the  son  of  his  father  in 
America.  Paper  sons  accounted  for 
much  of  Chinese  immigration  from 
1910  to  1940.  They  were  detained  at 
the  Angel  Island  Immigration  Center 
for  questioning  and  medical  tests. 
The  harshness  and  scrutiny  of  Angel 
Island  reflected,  in  part,  the 
government’s  suspicion  regarding 
paper  sons.  In  some  cases,  an 
immigrant’s  wife  was  able  to  come 
and  join  her  husband  if  on  paper  she 
was  identified  as  her  husband’s 
daughter.  Many  Chinatown  families 
today  still  carry  two  names — their 
authentic  village  name  and  their 
assumed  paper  name. 

Like  the  Chinese,  the  Japanese  in 
America  faced  the  irony  of  being 
recruited  for  labor,  and  then  left 
without  means  to  develop  as  a 
community.  These  pioneering  Issei 
(first-generation)  men  were  also 
detained  at  Angel  Island,  though  for 
a  shorter  time  than  the  Chinese. 
They,  too,  carved  poems  of  classical 
form  into  the  wo^en  walls  of  the 
detention  center: 

Angel  Island — what^  a  beautiful 
name 

But  there  was  no  angel  here 

Only  nameless  prisoners  of 

immigration. 


New  Year’s  Day  on  Angel  Island 
Is  silent  like  a  graveyard  with  nine 
Japanese  deportees 
Sitting  together  wrapped  in  blankets 
while  I  write  poetry. 

•*** 

To  establish  the  Japanese 
community  in  America,  many  of  the 
Issei  men  had  marriages  arranged  for 
them  in  Japan  based  on  traditional 
custom  and  mutual  exchange  of 
photographs.  Marriage  ceremonies 
held  in  Japan  were  official,  even  if 
the  grooms  were  in  America.  The 
Japanese  brides  would  sail  to 
America  with  pictures  of  their  soon- 
to-be-united  husbands.  In  turn,  the 
Japanese  men  would  wait  on  the 
docks  for  the  women  who  matched 
the  photos  of  their  “picture-brides”. 
Often  photos  and  expectations  failed 
to  match  the  couples  themselves. 
Despite  the  many  difficulties,  few 
picture-bride  marriages  were 
terminated.  Cultural  tradition,  fear 
of  family  shame  and,  importantly, 
the  enormous  need  for  Japanese 
families  and  communities  to  grow  in 
America  were  all  reasons  why  the 
Japanese  picture-bride  marriages 
remained  viable. 

Like  the  Chinese  paper  sons,  the 
Japanese  picture-brides’  immigra¬ 
tion  reflected  the  early  settlers’ 
intense  needs  for  family  and 
community.  A  second  generation 
was  needed  to  build  upon  the  roots 
established  by  the  pioneering  Asian 
men.  Paper-son  and  picture-bride 
immigration  were  necessary  means 
of  overcoming  the  isolation  of  Asian 
exclusion  in  America.  Using  these 
means,  the  Asian  immigrants  clearly 
asserted  the  legitimate  right  to 
develop  their  own  communities. 

Nevertheless,  the  majority  of  early 
Asian  immigrants  remained  bache¬ 
lors.  With  no  family  life,  economic 
security,  political  stability  or  social 
acceptance,  many  immigrant  men 
turned  their  attention  to  their 
homelands.  The  bitterness  and 
isolation  of  Ae  early  Chinese  in 
America  were  easily  related  to  the 
weakness  of  the  entire  Chinese 
nation  at  that  time.  When  Dr.  Sun 
Yat-sen  came  to  speak  in  San 
Francisco  in  1910,  he  transcended 
the  wall  of  exclusion  that  had 


separated  the  overseas  Chinese  from 
their  homeland.  John  Jeong,  a  dry 
goods  clerk  who  had  immigrated  to 
the  U.S.  in  1900,  recalled  the  impact 
of  Sun’s  visit  in  Longtime  Califom!: 

As  Doctor  Sun  spoke,  everything 
he  said  seemed  to  be  true.  We  had  no 
rights,  no  freedom,  we  were  not 
proud  of  ourselves.  He  gave  us  the 
courage  and  hope  to  overthrow  the 
men  who  oppressed  us. 

Had  Dr.  Sun  been  referring  to  the 
Chinese  in  America  rather  than  the 
Chinese  in  China  under  Manchu 
rule,  he  would  have  been  just  as 
accurate.  Overseas  Chinese  support 
was  essential  to  E)r.  Sun’s  1911 
democratic  revolution.  In  turn,  the 
Chinese  in  America  gained  great 
pride  in  their  role  and  identity  as 
Chinese. 

Similarly,  the  work  of  early 
Koreans  in  America  focussed  on 
supporting  the  movement  to  gain 
Korean  independence  from  Imperial 
Japan.  A  fierce  pride  in  Korean 
national  identity  enabled  the  small 
number  of  Koreans  in  America  to 
resist  cultural  desintegration,  to 
overcome  political  powerlessness 
and  to  substantially  contribute  to  the 
Korean  independence  movement. 
The  integrity  of  the  Korean  com¬ 
munity  in  America  from  1905  to 
World  War  II  was  based  on  its  com¬ 
mittment  to  a  strong  Korea. 

The  influence  of  the  international 
situation,  particularly  the  role  of  the 
U.S.  in  Asia,  has  always  deeply  af¬ 
fected  the  status  of  Asian  communi¬ 
ties  in  America.  The  first-generation 
Asian  immigrants  maintained  a 
meaningful,  direct  connection  to 
their  homelands,  as  shown  by  the 
overseas  Chinese  support  for  Sun 
Yat-sen  and  the  Korean  indepen¬ 
dence  movement  based  in  America. 
For  many,  it  was  the  only  means  of 
retaining  their  pride  and  identity  in 
the  face  of  exclusion,  racism  and 
violence.  World  War  II,  however, 
showed  just  how  vulnerable  that 
connection  to  Asia  was  for  Asians  in 
America. 

With  China  as  a  U.S.  ally,  the 
Chinese  Exclusion  Act  was  finally 
repealed.  It  had  been  law  for  more 
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than  sixty  years.  In  its  place,  a  token 
annual  quota  of  150  Chinese  inuni¬ 
grants  was  established.  Additionally, 
the  War  Brides  Act  of  1945  enabled 
entry  of  close  to  6,000  Chinese 
women  who  were  wives  of  American 
servicemen.  Considering  the  losses 
and  irreparable  damage  wreaked  by 
exclusion,  however,  these  were  small 
concessions. 

Meanwhile,  following  the  bomb¬ 
ing  of  Pearl  Harbor,  President 
Roosevelt  issued  Executive  Order 
9066  on  February  19,  1942.  As  a 
result,  1 12,000  Japanese  Americans, 
two-thirds  of  whom  were  American 
citizens,  were  taken  from  their  West 
Coast  communities,  and  held  in 
desert  concentration  camps  in 
America’s  interior  for  the  duration 
of  the  war.  The  one-third  who  were 
not  American  citizens  were  Issei,  and 
by  law  were  not  allowed  to  gain  nat¬ 
uralization.  For  the  record:  no  acts 
of  Japanese  espionage  or  sabotage 
wCTe  ever  proven  in  America; 
military  intelligence  reports  showed 
that  there  was  no  threat  of  invasion 
and  that  military  necessity  to  justify 
the  Internment  was  without  factud 
support;  the  loyal,  all-Japanese 
442nd  combat  team  fou^t  in 
Europe  and  was  one  of  the  most 
decorated  outfits  in  the  war,  no 
German  or  Italian-Americans  ever 
faced  similar  treatment  through  the 
course  of  the  war;  no  German  or 
Italian-Americans  ever  faced  similar 
treatment  through  the  course  of  the 


war;  in  1943,  the  material  and 
property  loss  was  estimated  at  $4(X) 
million.  In  1981  dollars,  the  figure  is 
$6  billion.  The  social,  psychological 
and  community  losses  caused  by  the 
Intenment  have  been  devastating 
and  immeasurable.  We  are  only 
beginmng  to  see  their  full  impact 
now. 

Not  unlike  Angel  Island’s  writ¬ 
ings,  Japanese  internees  in  camp  left 
a  legacy  of  poetry  in  traditional 
haiku  form  that  expressed  their  bit¬ 
terness  and  isolation: 


Thirty  years 
in  America 
just  empty  dreams 


With  such  a  wide  sky 

the  Japanese 

have  no  home 

Where  is  my  wife 

where  is  my  child 

white  waves  on  the  pacific  coast 

a  picture  of  hell 


Endure! 

We  are  enduring 
by  the  color  of  our  skin 


Athough  the  Chinese  fared  com¬ 
paratively  better  than  the  Japanese 
in  America  during  World  War  II, 
the  shift  of  world  dances  after  the 
war  and  the  Liberation  of  China  in 
1949  created  a  radically  different 
domestic  policy  towards  the  Chinese  • 
community.  Under  the  banner  of 
McCarthyism,  the  FBI’s  J.  Edgar 
Hoover  specified  that  every  Chinese 
in  America  was  a  potential  Chinese 


communist  agent.  Severe  surveil¬ 
lance  and  repression  ripped  through 
Chinatowns  across  the  country. 
Many  Chinese  thought  they  would 
be  taken  to  internment  camps  as  the 
Jap^ese  had  only  a  few  years 
earlier.  The  extreme  fear,  isolation 
and  vulnerability  that  characterized 
Chinese  communities  during  the 
early  exclusion  years  had  returned 
without  warning. 

The  status  of  Asians  in  America 
has  been  so  fragile — dependent  on 
domestic  political  and  economic 
conditions  as  well  as  the  inter¬ 
national  situation.  And  yet,  Asian 
communities  have  survived,  even 
flourished  at  times.  The  Internment 
haiku,  like  the  Angel  Island  poems, 
remind  us  of  our  people’s  deter¬ 
mination  to  create  under  even  the 
harshest  of  conditions.  Asians  in 
America  have  experienced  the 
defoliation  of  mob  violence,  the 
drought  of  exclusion,  the  blight  of 
Angel  Island  and  the  storm  of 
Internment.  Asian  roots  in 
America — planted  by  the  sojour¬ 
ners’  hard  labor  in  the  mines,  fields 
and  factories;  nourished  by  the 
settlers’  purposeful  regeneration 
through  paper-son  and  picture-bride 
immigration;  strengthened  by  the 
immigrants’  commitment  to  their 
homeland’s  dignity  and  indepen¬ 
dence; — Asian  roots  have  survived 
tenaciously,  and  continue  to  grow. 
The  living  proof  is  in  our  people’s 
poetry,  history  and  vital  sense  of 
community. 


If  we  have  endured  by  the  color  of 
our  skin,  it  has  been  by  rising  up, 
warm  and  strong,  straight  and 
proud,  yellow  like  the  sun. 


Chinatown  Consortium 
Reduces  Services 


By  Doris  Sue  Wong 


After  receiving  a  funding  cut  of 
more  than  50%  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Social  Services  (DSS),  the 
Chinatown  Consortium  February  1 
reduced  its  English  as  a  Second 
Language  (ESL)  classes  by  one-third 
and  dismantled  its  day  care  and  case 
management  components.  Consort¬ 
ium  Coordinator  Ed  Crotty  said. 

The  $50,000  awarded  this  year  to 
the  Consortium,  also  known  as  the 
Indochinese  Refugee  Assistance 
Program,  has  meant  the  Quincy 
Community  School  and  the  Chinese 
American  Civic  Association  now  can 
hold  only  two  rather  than  three  ESL 
classes  each.  Meanwhile,  Crotty  ex¬ 
plained,  the  Consortium  has  an  18- 
month  backlog  of  1 50  people  waiting 
to  enroll  in  these  classy. 

On  the  loss  of  the  child  care  com¬ 
ponent,  he  stated,  “Our  ability  to 
take  care  of  children  in  an  education¬ 
ally  and  culturally  enriching  setting  is 
something  we  will  no  longer  have  as¬ 
sistance  for.  In  the  past,  child  care 
has  tended  to  facilitate  parents’ 
ability  to  attend  classes  and  other 
services.  But  this  support  service  is 
no  longer  available.’’ 

With  its  case  management  compo¬ 
nent,  the  Consortium  previously  em¬ 
ployed  a  paraprofessional  bilingual 
aide  at  the  South  Cove  H^th 
Center.  According  to  Crotty,  the 
elimination  of  the  position  will 
prevent  easy  access  to  the  health 


center’s  services  for  refugees  and 
other  bilingual  clients.  “T^ere  will 
be  a  further  obstacle  to  services,”  he 
said. 

The  distribution  of  funds  this  year 
under  the  Refugee  Resettlement 
Program  reflects  a  change  in  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Social  Services’ 
priorities.  “The  number  of  new  ESL 
slots  created  under  the  new  funding 
are  less.  Employment  services 
received  a  substantii  increase,  but  it 
will  not  reach  as  many  people  as  ESL 
and  social  services.  Employment  ser¬ 
vices  look  to  the  future,  which  is  im¬ 
portant,  but  alot  of  immediate  needs 
will  not  be  met,”  Crotty  explained. 

As  an  indication  of  the  continuing 
need  for  basic  services,  he  pointed  to 
the  growing  influx  of  Indochinese 
refugees.  Over  a  fifteen-month 
period,  4,500  new  refugees  entered 
Massachusetts,  a  majority  of  them 
gravitating  toward  Boston,  he  said. 

Crotty  added  the  Consortuim  will 
continue  to  seek  other  sources  of 
funding.  “The  problem  is  that  it  is  a 
specific  funding  group  which  needs 
specific  funding  sources.  And  we 
have  been  drastically  cut.  This  puts 
us  at  a  real  disadvantage,”  he  stated. 

Athough  member  agencies  of  the 
Consortium  had  previously 
considered  the  possibility  of  legally 
challenging  the  allocation  of  DSS 
funds,  Crotty  said  for  now  the  Con¬ 
sortium  will  accept  and  work  with 
the  $50,000  awarded  to  it. 


Filmmaker,  Translator  Chen  De  Fu  Speaks  On 
Documentaries  From  China 


By  Edward  Mclnnis 

When  Chen  De  Fu  was  attend¬ 
ing  Chinese  High  School  in  Jakar¬ 
ta,  Indonesia,  where  he  was  born 
and  grew  up,  he  regularly  walked 
long  distances  to  see  the  latest 
newsreels  and  documentaries 
from  the  Peoples  Republic  of 
China.  Produced  by  the  Central 
Newsreel  and  Documentary  Film 
Studio  in  Peking,  these  films  im¬ 
pressed  him  so  much  that  he  often 
hid  in  the  theatre  to  see  the  films 
again  when  all  the  tickets  for  the 
second  showing  had  been  sold. 
Several  years  later,  after  graduat¬ 
ing  from  Nankai  University  in 
Tientsin,  China,  with  a  degree  in 
English  language  and  literature, 
the  government  assigned  Chen  to 
work  as  a  translator  in  that  very 
same  studio. 

In  Boston  recently  to  answer 
questions  and  exhibit  films  at  the 
Boston  Film/Video  Foundation 
(BF/VF)  at  1126  Boylston  Street, 
in  an  event  co-sponsored  by  the 
U.S.  China  Peoples  Friendship 
Association,  Chen  said  that  unex¬ 
pected  assignment  “set  the  course 
of  my  life.”  Dressed  in  a  dark 
three  piece  suit  with  small  metal 
insignia  on  his  lapel  representing 
crossed  flags  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Peoples  Republic,  the 


42-year-old  Chen  said  he  hadn’t 
studied  film  making  at  the  univer¬ 
sity.  Instead,  he  majored  in 
English  so  that  “I  could  help  to 
promote  imderstanding  between 
China  and  other  countries.” 

It  was  only  a  coincidence  that 
placed  him  at  Central  Studio 
where  he  prepared  English  lan¬ 
guage  versions  of  newsreels  and 
documentaries  for  distribution 
abroad  from  1963  to  1980.  Since 
April  of  last  year,  he  has  worked 
as  an  editor  and  translator  at  the 
China  Daily  News  in  New  York  in 
order  to  improve  his  colloquial 
English  and  learn  more  about  the 
United  States.  He  will  return  to 
Peking  within  a  few  months. 

Chen  showed  three  films  in  the 
BF/VF  screening  room  he  had 
worked  on  at  Central  Newsreel 
Studio.  The  first.  Glimpses  of 
China,  was  a  half-hour  documen¬ 
tary  with  En^sh  language  nar¬ 
rative  about  life  in  contemporary 
China  prepared  by  Chen  in  1980. 
The  material  of  the  film  was  an  in¬ 
teresting  exposition  of  the  many 
facets  of  everyday  life  in  the 
Peoples  Republic.  However,  the 
techniques  of  Glimpses  were  or¬ 
dinary  by  Western  standards  and 
the  voice-over  narrative  was  over¬ 
ly  explanatory  to  the  point  of 
tedium. 


Chen  acknowledged  frequent 
foreign  criticism  of  the  omnipre¬ 
sent  narrative  voice  telling  you 
what’s  going  on  in  front  of  your 
own  eyes.  He  said  that  this  is 
mainly  a  holdover  from  the  Cul¬ 
tural  Revolution  when  the  few 
films  that  were  made  were  swollen 
with  political  dogma.  He  said  the 
studios  now  are  trying  to  tone 
down  the  propaganda  and  up¬ 
grade  cinematic  style. 

The  other  two  films  were  10 
minute  long  China  Today  news¬ 
reels.  These  newsreels  have  been 
produced  for  foreign  distribution 
on  an  average  of  once  a  month 
since  1952  except  for  a  few  years 
cessation  during  the  turmoil  of  the 
Cultural  Revolution.  Chen’s  main 
job  at  the  Studio  was  to  prepare 
the  English  language  version  of 
China  Today. 

The  two  newsreels,  both  made 
in  1980,  were  only  mildly  propa- 
gandistic.  The  first  one  focused  on 
human  interest  stories  such  as  the 
reunion  between  a  mother  and  the 
son  she  was  forced  to  sell  thirty 
years  before  as  an  infant  because 
of  poverty.  Other  segments  show¬ 
ed  a  former  champion  pole  vaulter 
now  confined  to  a  wheelchair  due 
to  an  accident  who  continues  to 
work  as  a  coach  and  a  writer;  an 


older  married  couple  laboring 
over  an  English  translation  of  The 
Dream  of  the  Red  Chamber,  and  a 
young  Mongolian  dancer  in  per¬ 
formance.  The  narrator  noted 
that  “there  is  more  than  one  way 
to  serve  the  people.” 

The  other  China  Today  news¬ 
reel  portrayed  different  aspects  of 
Chinese  trade,  industry  and 
science.  It  included  some  exciting 
footage  of  the  continuing  excava¬ 
tion  of  the  Emperor  Qin’s  tomb 
revealing  the  thousands  of  life-size 
terra  cotta  figures  buried  with  the 
Emperor  as  symbolic  guardians. 
We  see  row  after  row  of  ghostly 
white  immobile  soldiers  emerge 
from  the  dirt  of  centuries  —  the 
whole  excavation  site,  the  size  of  a 
dozen  football  fields,  housed 
under  a  single  roof. 

Chen  said  the  China  Today 
newsreels  are  made  specifically  for 
foreign  audiences.  There  are 
English,  French  and  Spanish  ver¬ 
sions  produced  once  a  month. 
Another  newsreel  called  New 
Look  of  China  is  produced  for 
distribution  inside  China  itself.  In 
addition,  Chen  said,  the  Central 
Newsreel  Studio  produces  longer 
documentaries  such  as  Glimpses 
of  China,  again  with  different  ver¬ 
sions  for  internal  and  external  dis¬ 
tribution. 


The  versions  for  foreign  au¬ 
diences  are  sent  to  about  200 
Peoples  Republic  embassies 
around  the  world  and  also  sup¬ 
plied  to  interested  organizations. 
In  addition,  there  is  another 
separate  version  for  ‘  ‘overseas 
Chinese  friends”  and  Chinese  in 
Hdng  Kong  and  Macao.  A1  the 
documentaries  for  Chinese  au¬ 
diences  are  in  Mandarin  dialect. 
Chen  said  the  Studio  is  thinking  of 
adding  Chinese  written  subtitles 
for  those  who  cannot  understand 
Mandarin. 

Speaking  of  the  Chinese  film  in¬ 
dustry  as  a  whole,  Chen  said  the 
general  loosening  of  constrtiint 
begun  with  the  overthrow  of  the 
Gang  of  Four  and  the  end  of  the 
Cultural  Revolution  has  con¬ 
tinued.  He  conceded  that  Chinese 
films  are  technically  and  stylistic¬ 
ally  behind  Western  films  but  that 
the  industry  is  striving  to  catch  up. 
There  is  less  insistence  on  heavy 
handed  political  rhetoric  that 
obscures  the  facts.  “Now,”  said 
Chen,  “we  would  like  to  show 
China  as  it  looks  today.  During 
the  Cultural  Revolution,  we 
wouldn’t  show  the  backward  side 
of  China  still  existing.  Then  every¬ 
thing  was  great.  Now  we  show 
that  China  is  still  a  poor  country 
but  a  country  full  of  promise.” 
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Wang:  'We  Are  Not  Closing  The  Door  On  Anything' 


Continued  from  page  I 

dealers  occupied  the  building.  More 
recently,  the  ground  floor  housed 
adult  entertainment  and  other  uses, 
and  the  floors  above  were  vacant. 

The  building  was  purchased  by 
CEDC  in  June  1981  for  $1.4  million. 
Wang,  a  major  manufacturer  of 
computer  and  word  processing 
equipment  in  the  state,  was  expected 
to  be  the  primi^  tenant  in  the  build¬ 
ing  after  an  estimated  $4.6  million  in 
renovations  was  completed  by 
CEIXT.  Wang  had  propo^  to  lease 
the  entire  building,  occupying  a 
portion  of  the  street-level  floor  with 
a  retail  store,  subleasing  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  first  floor  to  CEDC  for 
retail  merchant  use  and  installing  an 
electronic  assembly  plant  in  the 
second  through  sfacth  floors.  The 
light  manufacturing  plant  was  pro¬ 
jected  to  create  293  new  unskilled 
and  semi-skilled  positions  in  the 
area,  and  businesses  coming  into  the 
street-level  retail  arcade  another  50 
jobs.  Wang  also  had  proposed  terms 
which  include  a  five-year  lease  with 
four  five-year  renewal  options  and  a 
seven-year  option  to  purchase. 

In  a  January  15  letter  to  Leong, 
Wang  Vice  President  Paul  Guzzi 
stated:  “(T)he  recent  evaluation 
made  by  Wang  management  of  the 
engineering  and  construction  reports 
on  the  Boylston  Building  .  .  . 
(resulted  in)  a  determination  that  the 
building  cannot  be  ‘rehabilitated’  or 


‘renovated’  in  order  to  support  a 
Wang  manufacturing  facility  .  .  . 
You  know  that  Wang’s  interest  in 
the  building  was  conditioned  in  part 
upon  its  satisfactory  rehabilitation 
for  manufacturing  purposes.” 

Earlier  correspondance  from 
Wang  to  CEDC  outlined  some  of  the 
conditions  mentioned  by  Guzzi.  In  a 
October  1980  letter,  Wang  Vice 
F*resident  and  General  Counsel 
Edward  D.  Grayson  expressed 
Wang’s  interest  in  the  Bojiston 
Building  given  that  a  number  of 
conditions  were  met  by  CEDC.  One 
required  that  ‘‘you  (CEDQ  acquire 
and  renovate  the  building  and  com¬ 
plete  the  space  to  be  leased  by  Wang 
to  our  satisfaction  at  your  expense.” 
Another  stipulated  for  ‘‘review  and 
approval  by  Wang  of  the  project 
budget  and  construction  in  order  to 
ensure  that  costs  and  consequently 
rents,  are  minimized.” 

In  a  second  letter  in  June  1981, 
Grayson  communicated  terms  for  a 
lease  then  being  prep^ed.  One 
provision  was  ‘‘Wang  will  have  the 
right  to  review  and  approve  all  grant 
and  loan  documents,  the  selection  of 
architect(s),  engineer(s)  and  con- 
tractor(s),  the  plans  and  specifi¬ 
cations  for  improving  the  building 
and  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
contract(s)  for  construction,  archit¬ 
ectural  and/or  engineering 
services.”  Grayson  then  stated,  ‘‘As 
we  have  discussed  previously, 
Wang’s  intentions  to  go  forward 
with  this  project  is  contingent  upon 


the  ability  of  the  CEDC  to  provide 
rehabilitated  space  on  the  terms  and 
conditions  discussed  above  ...” 

The  January  1982  letter  from 
Guzzi  recounted  the  events  which  led 
to  Wang’s  recent  position  on  the 
Boylston  Building.  When  construc¬ 
tion  bids  came  in  for  renovation 
costs,  it  was  disclosed  an  engineering 
report  would  be  needed  to  determine 
the  extent  of  structural  problems 
before  a  contract  could  be  entered. 
In  August  last  year,  Wang  a^eed  to 
retain  the  structural  engineering  firm 
Simpson,  Gumpertz  and  Heger  at  its 
own  expense.  TTie  report,  completed 
in  October,  ‘‘revealed  a  condition 
much  worse  than  anticipated  as  to 
areas  examined  by  the  engineers — 
the  brick  bearing  walls  and  the 
wooden  beams  and  joists.  Each  of 
the  elements  showed  an  advanced 
degree  of  deterioration  which  would 
require  extensive  repair.”  The 
engineers,  according  to  the  letter, 
also  found  the  mechanical  pent¬ 
house  and  the  foundation/sidewalk 
support  systems  to  be  in  ‘‘poor 
condition”. 

Wang  then  commissioned  the 
Southern  Pine  Inspection  Bureau  to 
‘‘grade”,  or  determine,  the  quality 
of  the  wooden  beams  and  joists.  The 
December  report  found  that  after 
repairs  the  d^  load,  or  the  ability 
of  the  building  to  support  its  own 
weight,  would  be  about  60  pds./sq. 
ft.  and  the  live  load,  or  the  ability  of 
the  structure  to  take  on  additional 


weight  beyond  the  weight  of  its  own 
parts,  would  be  under  50  pds./sq.  ft. 
‘‘(T)his  rating,”  Guzzi  stated  ‘‘is 
more  appropriate  to  the  area  of 
residentiad  construction  or,  at  best,  a 
commercial  use.  Such  a  capacity  is 
unsuitable  for  safe,  manageable  and 
reliable  manufacturing  use  ...” 

In  December,  Wang  hired  a  con¬ 
sultant  team  to  look  into  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  rebuilding  the  interior  with 
a  steel  superstructure  to  increase  the 
building’s  load-bearing  capacity. 
The  team  was  led  by  contractors 
from  Davison  Construction  Co.  of 
New  Hampshire  and  included  struc¬ 
tural  engineers  from  Simpson, 
Gumpertz  and  Heger,  soil  engineers 
from  Haley  and  Aldrich  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  and  architects  from  Shepley, 
Builfinch,  Richardson  &  Abbott  of 
Boston.  ‘‘Their  report  to  Wang,” 
Guzzi  wrote,  ‘‘reveals  that  a 
‘rebuilding’  encompasses  certain 
problems  and  risks,  the  nature  of 
which  render  this  approach 
unworkable  in  practice  for  our 
mutual  purposes.  Those  problems 
include:  (a)  the  high  risk  of  collapse 
of  all  or  portions  of  the  structure  as 
the  wooden  interior  is  removed;  (b) 
the  nature  of  the  clay  soil  strata 
under  the  building  which  would  be 
likely  to  cause  excessive  settlement  of 
footings  of  superstructure;  (c)  the 
nature  of  the  underpinning  of  the 
granite  foundation,  which  under¬ 
pinning  was  constructed  in  1905  in 
conjunction  with  the  construction  of 
the  subway  tunnels  adjacent  to  both 
the  Washington  Street  and  Boylston 
Street  historic  walls;  (d)  the  effect  of 
vibration  caused  by  the  subway 
trains  while  a  structure  is  constructed 
and  ‘settles’;  and  (e)  the  effect  of 
historic  preservation  considerations 
associate  with  this  more  extensive 
approach.” 

Guzzi  concluded:  ‘‘Having  spent 
substantial  amounts  of  time  and 
energy  in  exhausting  both  the 
‘renovation’  and  the  rebuilding’ 
^proaches,  Wang  has  determine 
tlut  the  building  is  not  the  suitable 
vehicle  through  which  Wang  can 
fulfill  its  goal  of  manufacturing  and 
thereby  providing  employment  in 
the  area  .  .  .  Wang  believes  that  the 
limitations  imposed  by  the  findings 
set  forth  above  are  dis^itive  of  the 
issue  of  intended  use  of  the  building 
by  Wang.” 

•*«** 

Lack  of  information  from  Wang 
on  these  reports  has  given  rise  to 
several  unanswered  questions.  What 
data  and  methods  did  the  constilt- 
ants  use  to  reach  their  conclusions? 
What  forms  of  renovation  and 
rebuilding  did  Wang  consider  before 
making  its  decision?  Are  there  other 
viable  approaches  to  bringing  up  the 
building’s  load-bearing  capacity? 
And,  more  recently,  why  are  the 
findings  of  the  Wang-commissioned 
reports  and  the  CEDC-commission- 
ed  report  so  dissimilar? 

In  light  of  the  absence  of 
sufficient  details  from  Wang, 
Leong  February  5  sent  a  letter  to 
Guzzi  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
the  Wang  letter  and  to  request  fur¬ 
ther  information  on  the  reports, 
but  not  to  recognize  the  letter  as  a 
rejection  of  the  Boylston  Building 
project  by  Wang. 

Nevertheless,  on  February  12, 
the  Wang  corporate  communicat¬ 
ions  department  provided  the 
SAMPAN  with  the  following  pre¬ 
pared  statement:  ‘‘Wang  Labor¬ 
atories  is  conunitted  to  its  project 
involving  the  establishment  of  a 
manufacturing  facility  in  Boston 
which  would  be  of  benefit  to 
Wang,  the  available  employment 
pool  in  the  city  and  the  Chinatown 
community  in  particular.  Toward 
this  end,  the  facility  must  be 
capable  of  meeting  appropriate 
manufacturing  requirements  in 
relation  to  the  project  scope.  The 
Boylston  Building,  which  was 
under  serious  consideration  for 
lease  by  Wang,  has  been  deemed  to 
be  inadequate  for  Wang’s  specific 
manufacturing  requirements.” 

In  response,  on  February  18, 
CEDC  issued  the  following  written 
staterment:  ‘‘  .  .  .  Our  Board  of 
Directors  and  staff  have  been  and 
continue  to  work  in  a  cooperative 
spririt  with  Wang  to  resolve  the 
issue  in  question,  and  continued 
negotiations  should  be  carried  on 
between  the  p^ies  involved.  We 
hojx  the  situation  will  be  resolved 
in  the  near  future  and  that  the 
Boylston  Building  Project,  so  im¬ 
portant  and  indeed  crucial  to  the 
Chinese  community,  will  proceed 


Basic  Structural  Considerations  Of  A  Building 
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Basic  structural  members  of  a  building.  (Illustration  by  Dana  Wong) 


By  Gloria  Chun 

The  numerous  technical  observ¬ 
ations  raised  by  structural  engineers 
hired  by  the  Wang  Laboratories  to 
evaluate  the  Boylston  Building  are 
complex  and  difficult  to  understand 
for  the  lay  observer. 

Wang  hired  a  struaural  engineer 
to  evaluate  the  condition  of  the 
building  to  dertemine  whether  or  not 
the  structure  will  support  the  manu- 
ifacturing  needs  for  Wang.  When  an 
engineer  designs  a  buildittg  or  is 
I  called  upon  to  make  engineering  dc- 
•isions,  those  designs  must  be  able  to 
.support  or  endure  the  ‘‘worst 
rondilions.” 

lo  define  or  to  determine  the 
"load”  capacity  of  a  structure,  an 
engineer  considers  ntany  factors. 

I  Some  of  the  important  factors 
I  uKlude  the  size  of  the  colunuts  and 
jeolumn  spacing,  the  size,  condition 
and  spacing  of  the  floor  joists,  and 
the  soil  and  foundation  design. 
Determination  of  the  "load”  is 
soentificallY  done  against  a  rigid 


formula,  according  to  a  structural 
engineer,  but  there  is  a  possible 
variable:  the  type  or  grade  of  wood 
used.  Based  on  the  Guzzi  letter  to 
CEIXT,  Wang  additionally  sought 
expert  advice  on  the  grading  of  the 
wood. 

A  building’s  load  capacity  can  be 
increased  by  many  ways,  from 
boosting  up  the  size  of  columns,  re¬ 
spacing  or  increasing  the  number  of 
joists  or  adding  additional  steel  rein¬ 
forcements.  But  if  you  double  the 
“load”  and  therefore  the  weight, 
that  transferral  of  new  weight  must 
end  up  somewhere,  possibly 
introducing  a  settlement  factor. 
Settling  of  the  structure  could  cause 
extensive  cracking  of  the  brickwork. 

What  arc  the  terms  “dead  load” 
and  "live  load.”  According  to  one 
engineer  contacted  by  SAMPAN, 
the  "dead  load”  is  the  weight  of  the 
building  floor  structure  itself.  The 
“live  load”  represents  the  capacity 
of  tlie  floor  structure  to  carry  add¬ 
itional  load  (weight).  The  toti  cap¬ 
acity  of  a  building  is  live  load  plus 
dead  load. 


The  letter  from  Guzzi  sugg«U 
that  Wang’s  evaluation  is  that  in¬ 
creasing  the  capacity  of  the  building 
to  undertake  higher  levels  of  live  load 
could  result  in  sigruficant  settling 
problems  and  disturbing  the 
foundation  (which  could  then  lead  to 
problems  because  of  the  subway 
below).  The  new  settling  could 
possibly  also  lead  to  destruction  of 
the  fac^e  of  the  building,  one  de¬ 
signated  as  a  national  historica 
building. 

Several  questions  remain.  What  is 
the  load  requirement  for  the  Wang 
manufacturing  needs?  What  were 
some  of  the  ahemative  rehabilitation 
or  renovations  options  considered  by 
Wang  before  it  came  to  its  conclu¬ 
sions?  Have  all  the  options  been 
weighed  and  considered?  Arc  the 
costs  of  rehabilitation  a  factor  for 
Wang  in  pulling  out?  Or,  at  cdl  costs, 
no  amount  of  rehabilitation  is 
sufficient? 

Tte-e  is  a  community  interest  in 
learning  answers  to  thex  questions 
as  the  vision  of  293  new  jobs  begin  to 
vanish. 


to  completion.” 

***** 

Although  firms  represented  in 
the  consulting  team  hired  by  Wang 
declined  to  disclose  the  specifics  of 
their  findings,  they  were  willing  to 
discuss  the  nature  of  the  work 
they  conducted  on  the  Boylston 
Building. 

Jack  Nivens,  an  engineer  at 
Simpson,  Gumpertz  and  Heger 
wMch  was  responsible  for 
performing  the  structural  ^alysis, 
said  his  firm,  in  addition  to 
working  with  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  and  Southern  Pine 
to  determine  the  quality  of  wood  in 
the  building,  also  made  two  to 
three  ‘‘prism  tests”  to  analyze  the 
quality  of  the  brick.  The  firm  also 
made  analytical  computations  to 
determine  the  floor  load  capacity 
(live  load  plus  dead  load)  by 
looking  at  and  measuring  columns 
and  beams  in  the  building.  ‘‘We 
didn’t  have  to  do  tests.  Tests  are 
expensive  .  .  .  We  can  just  walk  in 
and  look  at  columns  and  beams  to 
calculate  what  their  load  capacity 

is, ”  he  stated. 

Peter  LeCount,  vice  president  of 
the  soil  engineering  firm  Hmey  and 
Aldrich,  stated  his  company 
examin^  the  existing  foundation, 
made  two  test  borings  and  two  test 
pits,  and  took  into  consideration 
their  knowledge  of  the  existing  clay 
soil  conditions  in  the  area.  ‘‘We 
didn’t  get  to  the  point  of  doing 
much.  We  stopped  the  thing 
(analysis)  before  we  really  finished 

it .  .  .  Ours  was  only  a  small  part  of 
a  larger  work.  It  looked  like  it 
(rebuilding)  would  be  too 
expensive.” 

LeCount  explained,  ‘‘It’s  parti¬ 
cularly  sticky  where  you  have  an  dd 
stone  masonry  tum-of-the-century 
building  and  you  have  to  preserve 
that  masonary.  These  old  buildings 
stand  up  a  long  while,  but  there’s  not 
much  in  terms  of  reinforcing.”  He 
added  that  a  manufacturing  facility 
needs  a  heavy  load  capacity  and  wide 
spans  of  space,  but  in  old  buildings 
such  as  the  Boylston  Building  the 
columns  tend  to  be  placed  closely 
together.  ‘‘You  can  replace  the 
singer  columns  with  a  large  massive 
colunm.  But  the  minute  you  try  to 
get  into  that  you  can  run  into  alot  of 
problems,  b^use  even  if  the  load¬ 
ing  stays  the  same,  there’s  the 
problem  of  the  ability  of  the 
structure  to  hold  it  up.” 

Daniel  Coolidge  of  the  architect¬ 
ural  firm  Shepley,  Bulfinch, 
Richardson  &  Ablxitt  said  his 
company  was  brought  in  to  see 
whedier  the  facade  of  the  buildiiijg 
could  be  preserved.  If  the  building  is 
designated  a  national  historic  land¬ 
mark,  as  is  the  Boylston  Building, 
preservation  of  significant  features 
can  lead  to  tax  reductions. 

‘‘Engineering  studies  showed  it 
couldn’t  carry  the  approximately  200 
pd./sq.  ft.  n^ed  by  Wang.  (Manu¬ 
facturing  load-bearing  require¬ 
ments)  are  alot  like  a  library.  That 
meant  completely  reframing  it.  It’s  a 
ticklish  job  to  keep  the  frame  and 
rebuild  the  inside.  It  gets  so  com¬ 
plicated.”  He  pointed  to  the 
example  of  the  old  stock  exchange 
build^g  at  53  State  St.,  which  while 
current^  undergoing  interior  re¬ 
building,  must  have  its  aitire  exterior 
trussed  by  steel  frames. 

‘  ‘  We  didn’t  really  have  a  chance  to 
go  ahead,  because  it  turned  out  it 
was  impossible  to  carry  the  loads 
Wang  needed.  It  would  make  a  very 
good  office  building.  You  could  use 
the  same  wood  and  wouldn’t  have  to 
do  much.”  Coolidge  said. 

William  Rollins,  executive  vice 
president  of  Davison  Construction, 
the  lead  consultant  of  the  team, 
stated,  “When  you  call  this  a  study, 
it  was  not  a  study.  It  was  more  like  a 
cursory  observation.  We  just  walked 
in  and  looked  at  the  budding  from 
the  viev^int  of  the  possibUity  of 
converting  the  building  to  light 
manufacturing  (use).”  He  added 
that  Wang’s  structural  needs  are  in 
excess  of  125  pd./  sq.  ft. 

When  asked  how  such  a  large 
discrepancy  between  the  findings  of 
the  reports  commissioned  by  Wang 
and  the  finding  of  the  Arthur  Chu 
report  commissioned  by  CEDC 
ccHild  occur,  Rollins  replied,  “When 
you  have  a  building  that  old  it’s 
possible  to  get  an  awful  wide  spread 
of  opinions.  Let’s  face  it,  there’s 
nobo^  living  today  who  desigtved 
those  buildiiigs  and  who  knows  what 
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town  and  Grove  Hall  also  should  be 
together.” 

After  Flynn’s  amendment  was  de¬ 
feated,  Bolling  put  forth  his 
proposal  to  place  South  Boston  with 
the  Back  Bay  and  Beacon  Hill.  “Ido 
not  believe  that  the  good  people  of 
South  Boston  want  to  be  with  Back 
Bay  or  Beacon  Hill.  I  do  not  honestly 
believe  that  the  people  good  people 
of  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hih  want  to  be 
with  South  Boston.  I  don’t  believe 
this  (proposal)  is  very  good,  but  it  is  a 
hell  of  a  lot  better  than  a  South 
Boston  South  End  district,”  he  said. 

Voting  for  the  McDermott  plan, 
against  the  two  amendments  and 
against  reconsideration  of  the 
McDermott  plan,  were  City  Coim- 
cilors  McDermott,  Langone, 
O’Neill,  Michael  McCormack, 
Joseph  Tierney,  Maura  Hennigan 
and  Christopher  lanella. 

Under  the  McDermott  plan, 
Chinatown,  the  South  End  and 
South  Boston  are  designated  as 
District  2.  This  includes  Ward  3, 
precincts  7-8;  Ward  4,  precincts  1-5; 
Ward  5,  precinct  1;  Ward  8, 
precincts  1-2;  Ward  9,  precincts  1-2 
of  Chinatown  and  the  South  End, 
and  Ward  6,  precincts  1-9;  Ward  7, 
precincts  1-9  of  South  Boston. 

According  to  one  news  report,  the 
only  person  thus  far  to  announce  his 
candidacy  for  the  District  2  seat  in 
the  1983  council  elections  is  James 
Kelly,  president  of  the  South  Boston 
Information  Center.  “Kelly,  who 
finished  barely  out  of  ninth  place  in 
the  last  council  election,  would  be 
considered  a  strong  candidate 
because  of  South  Boston’s  voting 
strength,”  the  report  stated. 

Chinese  Community’s 
Joint  Statement 

Several  city  councilors  asked 
during  the  council  debate  why  in¬ 
dividuals  and  groups  who  objected 
to  the  McDermott  plan  did  not  com¬ 
municate  their  concerns  before  the 
map  was  submitted  for  approval.  At 
least  two  reasons  may  lie  behind  the 
Chinese  community’s  inability  to 
make  their  opposition  to  the  plan 
known  to  the  council. 

First,  many  Chinatown  leaders 
did  not  see  the  plan  until  it  appeard 
in  newspapers  on  the  day  of  the  vote. 
Second,  some  who  later  that  day 
went  to  aty  Hall  to  view  the  plan 
and  voice  their  objections  were  told 
by  McDermott  they  still  had  time  to 
suggest  and  lobby  for  alternative 


plans. 

Regardless  of  these  events,  the 
City  Council  on  January  30  heard 
testimony  and  received  a  written 
statement  jointly  submitted  by  a 
group  of  Chinatown  agencies  and 
individuals  which  expressed  their 
opposition  to  a  Chinatown-South 
Boston  district. 

That  joint  statement  read  in  part: 
“The  process  of  district  represent¬ 
ation  should  enhance  rather  than 
undermine  the  political  voice  and 
integrity  of  the  Chinese  community. 
We  therefore  feel  that  two  condi¬ 
tions  should  be  met.  (1)  Historically 
the  Chinese  community  has  been 
divided  and  dispersed.  The  down¬ 
town  Chinese  community  (precincts 
3-8,  5-1,  3-7)  must  be  consolidated 
within  one  chstrict.  (2)  The  Chinese 
community  should  be  in  a  district 
with  other  communities  which  share 
similar  interests,  for  example  bU- 
ingual  education,  human  services, 
rent  control,  and  preservation  of  the 
community  versus  institutional  ex¬ 
pansion.  The  Chinese  community 
should  not  be  thrown  into  a  district 
which  is  dominated  by  one  large 
community,  where  the  Chinese  com¬ 
munity  will  have  no  voice.  This  is  the 
effect  of  some  proposals  putting 
Chinatown  in  a  district  with  South 
Boston.” 

The  statement  went  on  to  say  that 
a  Back  Bay — Fenway — Mission 
Hill — Chinatown  or  a  South 
End — Lower  Roxbury — Grove 

Hall — Chinatown  district  would  be 
preferable.  The  statement  was  signed 
by  Asian  Sisters  in  Action,  the 
Chinatown  People’s  Progressive  As¬ 
sociation,  the  Chinatown  Land  and 
Housing  Development  Task  fo  uce, 
the  Massachusetts  Chinese  Educa¬ 
tion  Committee,  Regina  Lee  of  the 
South  Cove  Community  Health 
Center,  Peter  Kiang  of  the  Asian 
American  Resource  Workshop, 
Jenny  Yee  of  the  Quincy  Communi¬ 
ty  School  Coimcil  and  Ed  Crotty 
of  the  Chinese  American  Civic 
Association. 

Additional  testimony  against  a, 
Chinatown-South  Boston  district 
was  given  Winnie  Tang,  executive 
director  of  the  Chinese  Consolidated 
Benevolent  Association. 

Local  Reaction 

After  the  City  Council  approved 
the  McDermott  plan,  the  SAMPAN 
contacted  some  community  leaders 
for  their  reactions  to  the  vote,  the 
plan  and  the  possibility  of  China¬ 
town  entering  a  court  challenge 


along  with  groups  in  the  South  End. 
Here  are  some  of  their  comments: 

“It’s  going  to  make  things  very 
tough  here  in  Chinatown.  Depend¬ 
ing  on  which  figures  you  use,  one  of 
six  to  one  of  ten  of  the  Chinese  in  the 
South  End  and  Chinatown  are  reg¬ 
istered  voters.  For  this  reason,  we 
really  need  to  be  in  an  area  which 
really  represents  our  interests  .  .  . 
We’ve  got  a  tough  mismarriage  of 
two  neighborhoods  with  distinct 
needs  and  interests.  It’s  not  us 
against  South  Boston  or  South 
Boston  against  us.  (Rather)  it’s  often 
in  the  interest  of  people  to  put  white 
American  working  class  together 
with  a  minority  class.  (In  court)  it’s 
going  to  be  hard  for  Qiinatown  to 
say  our  rights  are  being  violated,  be¬ 
cause  there  are  not  as  many  voters  as 
non-voters.” 

— Francis  (Pancho)  Chang 

Director 

South  Cove  Community 

Health  Center 

“Chinatown  never  participated 
much  (in  the  electoral  process) 
anyway.  So  I  think  it  doesn’t  make 
much  ifference.  It’s  not  a  bad  idea, 
if  you  have  your  own  councilman 
that  you  can  go  to  if  your  have  a  pro¬ 
blem  or  need  help  with  something, 
and  you  know  exactly  who  to  go  to. 
Onless  we  had  a  candidate  (from  the 
Chinese  community),  now  that 
would  make  a  difference.  I’ve  always 
been  able  to  get  to  who  I  wanted  to. 
They  (the  City  Council)  have  been 
pretty  supportive.” 

— Ruth  Moy 

Executive  Director 

South  Cove  Golden  Age  Center 

“I’m  disappointed  that  the  City 
CouncO  has  chosen  to  put  the  South 
End  and  Chinatown  with  South 
Boston.  On  the  one  hand,  it’s  impor¬ 
tant  to  build  bridges  between  trad¬ 
itionally  white  communities  and  the 
neighborhoods  which  have  a  pre¬ 
dominantly  minority  population. 
But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
are  practical  problems.  The  South 
End  and  Chinatown  will  not  be  able 
to  exercise  their  rights  under  this 
plan.  District  representation  was 
supposed  to  provide  representation 
for  those  traditionally 
unrepresented,  and  this  plan  doesn’t 
do  that  .  .  .  There  ought  to  be  some 
community  process  to  determine 
(whether  the  Chinese  community 
should  enter  a  court  challenge).  I 
would  like  to 

hear  reactions  from  the  community. 


especially  from  leaders  in  the 
community.” 

— Regina  Lee 
Attorney 

Chinatown  Outreach  Program 
Greater  Boston  Legal  Services 

“I’m  probably  mildly  surprised 
that  there’s  been  no  outcry  from  the 
community  about  putting  China¬ 
town,  the  South  End  and  South 
Boston  together.  It’s  ludicrous  at 
best.  It  does  nothing.  It  keeps  China¬ 
town  as  one  of  the  most  obscure 
communities  around.  They’ve  got  us 
tucked  away  in  a  hole.  We’ve  been 
shortchang^.  My  reaction  is  one  of 
disgust  and  a  lack  of  confidence  in 
the  new  City  Council  arrangement. 
It  reinforces  one  of  my  views  that  in 
this  city  Chinatown  is  a  forgotten 
community.  Even  though  people 
talk  about  Chinatown  all  the  time, 
it’s  basically  a  forgotten  community 
...  I  think  we  should  do  it  (enter  a 
court  challenge),  but  not  go  in  doing 
it  for  the  South  End  or  any  other 
group,  but  doing  it  for  Chinatown. 
It  should  be  to  Chinatown  best 
interest.” 

— Ron  Yee 
Executive  Director 
South  Cove  YMCA 

“My  reaction.  Uvid.  It  goes  alot 
beyond  disappointment.  Putting 
Chinatown  and  the  South  End  with 
South  Boston  is  not  a  good  arrange¬ 
ment  from  our  point  of  view.  It 
makes  it  very  difficult  for  the 
community  to  exert  the  kind  of  in¬ 
fluence  it  could  exert.  McDermott 
and  the  Qty  Council  were  preserving 
their  seats,  the  priority  in  terms  of  re- 
election  .  .  .  We  were  caught  by  sur¬ 
prise  on  that  vote  .  .  .  It’s  a  plan 
that’s  hard  to  go  against  (in  court). 
It’s  got  alot  going  for  it.  It  kept  the 
politically  powerful  communities 
intact.  The  Committee  for  District 
Representation  wanted  two  minority 
seats,  and  when  you  look  at  the  map, 
they’re  there.” 

— Bob  Bickertqn 

Adminstxative  Coordineitor 
Quincy  Community  School 

“South  Boston  will  be  politically 
dominant,  and  Chinatown  will 
become  more  apolitical,  because  the 
councilor  will  be  more  interested  in 
getting  South  Boston  votes.  China¬ 
town  already  is  not  really  political; 
it’s  emphasis  is  more  on  self-help  and 
self-sufficiency.  South  Boston  and 
Chinatown  and  the  South  End  do 
not  share  common  needs.  South 
Boston  doesn’t  need  ESL,  and  it’s 


needs  for  other  social  service  pro¬ 
grams  are  also  different.  The  best 
part  of  this  whole  thing  is  that  they 
kept  Chinatown  and  the  South  End 
together,  because  the  South  End  has 
a  large  Asian  population.  It’s  the 
only  advantage.  I  think  there  are  a 
lot  of  politicd  reasons  behind  this 
plan.” 

— Chau  Ming  Lee 

Executive  Director 

Chinese  American  Civic 

Association 

“It  appears  this  map  is  intent  on 
keeping  South  Boston  and  Dor¬ 
chester  apart  at  the  expense  of  the 
South  End  and  Chinatown.  The  pro¬ 
blems  of  Chinatown  and  the  South 
End  are  dissimilar  from  those  of 
South  Boston.  Their  needs  of  what 
they  require  from  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee  and  City  Council  are  dif¬ 
ferent.  There  are  two  problems. 
First,  one  clear  majority  of  South 
Boston  would  determine  the 
outcome  of  these  elections.  Partici¬ 
pation  of  voters  in  South  Boston  is 
higher  than  in  Chinatown  and  the 
South  End.  Although  McDermott 
had  said  there  are  37,000  people  in 
South  Boston,  and  thal^means 
33,000  in  Chinatown  and  the  South 
End,  we  are  talking  about  a  cohesive 
versus  fractured  population.  The 
second  problem  is  touchy,  but  I 
think  it  is  real.  It  is  that  it  would  be 
very,  very  difficult  for  a  candidate  in 
that  district  to  advocate  for  the  needs 
of  ethnic  and  linguistic  minorities 
without  facing  a  backlash  or  loss  of 
support  in  the  political  strength  of 
the  district,  which  would  be  South 
Boston.  So  I  think  it  would  be 
difficult  for  a  moderate  candidate  to 
campaign  in  this  district  without 
jeopardizing  his  chances  of  being 
elected  ...  I  don’t  see  (a  liberal 
trend  in  South  Boston)  happening  to 
any  substantial  extent  in  the  next  10 
years.  I  see  no  indication  of  it  being 
a  rapid  trend.  The  needs  of  the 
people  of  Chinatown  and  the  South 
End  are  here  and  now,  so  you  can’t 
wedt  for  the  liberalization  of  South 
Boston,  if  indeed  it  happens  at  all.” 
— Ed  Crotty 

Coordinator 

Chiqatown  Consortium 

Other  community  leaders  of  the 
Chinese  Consolidated  Benevolent 
Association,  the  Chinatown  Land 
and  Housing  Development  Task 
Force,  Boston  Chinese:  YES,  and 
the  Chinatown  People’s  Progressive 
Association  could  not  be  reached  for 
comments. 


Guest  Commentary 


District  Plan  Cannot  Be  Accepted  Without  A  Fight 


By  Winnie  Tang 

The  objective  of  district  represen¬ 
tation  is  to  bring  city  government 
back  to  the  people,  enabling  repre¬ 
sentation  on  the  City  Council  and 
School  Committee  by  an  official 
elected  from  the  district  and  sensitive 
to  the  views  and  needs  of  its  consti¬ 
tuents.  The  successful  battle  for 
district  representation  was  primarily 
due  to  the  efforts  of  neighborhoods 
unrepresented  in  the  past. 

TTie  diversity  in  the  city  neighbor¬ 
hoods,  parochialism,  and  often  con¬ 
flicting  views  in  adj2icent  neighbor¬ 
hoods  all  contributed  to  the 
problems  in  drawing  district  lines 
which  would  be  acceptable  to  all. 
The  City  CoutKil’s  Committee  of 


Electoral  Districts  could  only 
propose  a  plan  acceptable  to  a 
majority  of  city  residents.  Smaller 
nei^borhoods  such  as  Chinatown 
stuTOunded  by  very  different 
neighborhoods  proved  to  difficult  to 
pair. 

Throughout  the  public  hearings, 
Chinatown  representatives  re¬ 
iterated  three  points  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee:  the  inclusion  of  the  three  pre- 
dominently  Chinese  precincts  into 
the  same  district,  the  inclusion  of 
Chinatown  with  other  neighbor¬ 
hoods  with  common  problems,  and 
not  to  include  Chinatown  in  the 
same  district  with  South  Boston. 
Chinatown’s  needs  for  bilingual 
services  is  similar  to  that  of  many 


Funds  Available  For  Senior 
Entertainment  And  Excursion  Activities 


Senior  citizens  organizations  in 
Boston  still  have  access  to  partial 
financial  assistance  in  augmenting 
their  entertainment  and  excursion 
activities.  The  Mayor’s  Commission 
on  Affairs  of  the  Bderly  has  fimds 
remaining  for  its  Senior  Activities 
Cost  Sharing  Fhogram,  which  must 
be  applied  for  no  later  than  April  9. 

In  order  to  facilitate  some  of  the 
special  events  seniors  are  most  inter¬ 
ested  in  organizing  for  their  p^ici- 
pation,  the  Commission  established 
the  Cost  Sharing  Program,  to  at  least 
provide  partial  funding  aid.  Under 
this  cost  assistance  plan,  the  ^plying 
yniry  group  Can  rcceivc  a  reimburse- 
mcBt-of  25W  of  the  total  cost,  up  to 
S50.00  Cor  one  project,  during  the 


year.  Qubs  can  jointly  sponsor 
several  projects,  enabling  more 
people  to  benefit,  while  different 
organizations  make  the  individual 
applications. 

Although 

the  application  deadline  is  April  9, 
the  activity  itself  can  be  scheduled  up 
until  July  1,  under  this  funding 
designation. 

For  information  and  application 
forms  for  the  Elderly  Commissions’ 
Cost  Sharing  Program,  call  Frank 
Leupold,  725-3659  for  entertain¬ 
ment  events,  or  Irene  Lisker, 
725-3977,  for  excursions,  or  contact 
your  kxal  Elderly  Commission 
Neighborhood  Senior  Service 
Worker. 


other  sections  of  Boston  with 
linguistic  minorities.  It  also  shares 
concerns  on  gentrification, 
institutional  encroachment,  housing 
shortage  and  other  issues  in  common 
with  many  neighborhoods.  How¬ 
ever,  there  is  nothing  in  common 
with  South  Boston,  a  politically 
astute  and  active  neighborhood 
which  has  elected  many  members  to 
public  office.  South  Boston’s 
reaction  to  school  desegregation  was 
to  boycott  public  schools  and  to 
establish  alternative  schools.  It  is 
concerned  with  maintaining  jobs  for 
its  people  rather  than  meeting  of  any 
minority  quotas.  South  Boston  is  not 
confront^  by  threats  from  the 
outside.  Chinatown  and  South 
Boston  couldn’t  possibly  be  farther 


apart  in  its  views  on  issues  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  City  Council  and 
School  Committee. 

The  City  Council’s  decision  on 
February  23rd  to  include  China¬ 
town,  the  South  End  and  South 
Boston  in  the  same  district  is  the 
most  incompatibly  formed  district  of 
the  entire  plan.  South  End  and  His¬ 
panic  groups  have  threatened  to  take 
this  plan  to  court.  Many  Chinatown 
groups  are  considering  court  action 
as  the  only  alternative.  The  reason  is 
the  domincUice  of  South  Boston  over 
the  other  two  neighborhoods, 
making  it  impossible  for  a  South 
End  or  Chinatown  resident  to  be 
elected  into  office.  It  will  be  virtually 
impossible  for  an  elected  official 


from  this  district  to  represent  the 
views  of  this  district  without  conflict. 

Chinatown  has  had  to  bve  with 
many  public  decisions  detrimental  to 
its  future.  Chinatown  carmot  accept 
the  implementation  of  this  plan 
without  a  fight.  It  must  form  a 
coalition  with  other  neighborhoods 
to  take  action  against  the  plan’s 
implementation.  However,  China¬ 
town  must  also  face  the  reality  that 
this  plan  will  be  implemented. 
Alliances  must  also  be  made  with 
groups  in  South  Boston,  groups  with 
which  Chinatown  can  find  common 
ground  and  common  concerns.  It  is 
imperative  that  Chinatown  opinions 
are  represented  on  the  City  Council 
and  &hooI  Committee,  and  every 
effort  must  be  made  in  this  direction. 


Letter  To  The  Edrtor 

Gardeners  'Distressed'  Over  CCBA  Plan  To  Build  Condominiums 


The  gardeners  of  South  Cove 
Community  Gardens  on  Tremont 
St.  (across  from  Ma^.  Pike  Towers) 
were  distressed  to  discover  that  the 
land  we’ve  been  gardening  for  the 
past  5  years  (BRA  parcel  R-7)  is 
being  consider^  for  development  by 
the  Chinese  Consolidated  Benevo¬ 
lent  Association. 

The  CCBA  plans  to  build  20 
townhouse  condominiums  with  a 
14-car  parking  lot,  so  that  Chinese 
can  buy  their  own  homes  in  the 
downtown  area.  Each  3-bedroom 
unit  of  1000  square  feet  will  sell  at 
$70,000  and  each  townhouse  (two 
2-bcdroom  units)  will  sell  at 


$140,000. 

We  don’t  see  how  this  can  benefit 
more  than  20  Chinese  families —  if 
their  incomes  are  high  enough  to 
afford  it.  In  the  meantime  we  have 
35  Chinese  families  and  3  children’s 
organizations— including  Acom 
Day  Nursery,  Boston  Children’s  Ser¬ 
vices  and  the  Quincy  School  Com¬ 
munity  Council— growing  food  in 
the  garden. 

We  feel  our  community  garden 
has  develop«l  into  something  beau¬ 
tiful  and  unique,  combining  oriental 
and  occidental  gardening  methods 
and  promoting  goodwill  between  the 
Bay  Village  community  and  the 


Chinese  community. 

Previously,  our  site  has  proved  ec¬ 
onomically  unfeasible  for  develop¬ 
ment,  and  we  believe  CCBA  could 
get  a  better  return  on  their  invest¬ 
ment  by  choosing  a  site  where  they 
could  build  more  units  of  housing. 
We  certainly  hope  they  can  be  per¬ 
suaded  to  select  a  different  site,  as  it 
would  be  impossible  to  find  another 
place  in  the  area  as  good  for 
gardening. 

Gretta  M.  Norton 
President 

South  Cove  Community 
Gardnis,  Inc. 
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Nominees  Being  Accepted  For 
Quincy  School  Community  Council 


Volunteers  Needed  To  Help  Organize 
1982  Dragon  Boat  Festival 


The  Quincy  School  Community 
Council  (QSCQ  board  of  directors 
will  be  holding  is  annual  renewal 
meeting  on  Thursday,  May  6  at  6:00 
p.m.  At  this  time,  new  council  mem¬ 
bers  will  be  nominated  and  sdected 
by  corporation  and  council  members 
to  serve  a  one-year  term.  Comm¬ 
unity  residents  and  partcipants  a^ 
are  encouraged  to  join  in  this  coming 
year. 

The  QSCC  is  a  community-based 
program  in  Chinatown,  one  of  13 
community  schools  in  Boston.  It  has 
diverse  activities  to  serve  many  vital 
needs  as  well  as  creative  interests  of  a 
wide  range  of  people.  It  has 
programs  for  Chinese  and  other 
Asian  immigrants,  adults  and 
youtlis,  such  as  the  Adult  ESL 
and  Youth  ESL  comporients.  Edu¬ 
cational  daycare  is  provided  to  the 
children  of  working  parents  through 
the  Acorn  Daycare  Center.  For  older 
children,  the  After  School  Program 
is  a  place  to  piarticipate  in  fun  ^d 
educational  activities.  Swimming 
and  gym  activities  are  open  to 
children,  adolescents  and  adults. 
Finally,  enrichment  and  cultural 
courses  are  offered  to  people  who 


are  seeking  self-growth  and  improve¬ 
ment  through  piano,  Chinese  lan¬ 
guage  and  other  activities. 

The  Council  was  formed  in  1970 
to  provide  citizen  participation  and 
planning  for  relevant  and  essential 
progrtunming  in  the  commumty. 
TTiere  have  been  many  transitions 
since  the  inception  of  the  board. 
However,  the  creative  and  challeng¬ 
ing  nature  of  the  council  partici¬ 
pation  has  sustained  over  the  years. 
What  is  involved  in  being  a  council 
member?  First,  the  service  is  volun¬ 
tary.  Second,  a  member,  once  elec¬ 
ted,  attends  monthly  council 
meetings  the  first  Tuesday  of 
month.  In  addition,  he  or  she  joins 
one  working  committee  of  his  or  her 
choice.  The  committees  currently 
functioning  are:  Program,  Person¬ 
nel  and  Budget.  Other  ad  hoc  comm¬ 
ittees  are  formed  as  the  need  arises. 

In  order  to  get  nominated,  pick  up 
forms  at  the  QSCC,  885  Washington 
St.  Monday  throu^  Friday  between 
10:00  a.m.  and  9:00  p.m.  You  must 
sign  a  corporation  form  and  qualify 
as  a  corporate  member  for  30  days 
before  becoming  eligible  as  a  council 
member.  From  there,  to  qualify  to 


be  a  council  member,  you  must  get 
ten  signatures  on  your  nomination 
sheet  from  community  residents  or 
service  providers.  Submit  the 
completed  forms  at  least  30  days 
before  May  6,  1982  to  QSCC. 

1981  was  an  exciting  year  for 
QSCC.  Not  only  did  we  make 
policy,  but  we  also  played  an  ad¬ 
vocacy  role  in  various  affairs 
pertinent  to  the  community.  A  series 
of  training  workshops  were  devel¬ 
oped  to  help  keep  cou^  workers 
better  informed  and  to  increase  our 
interpersonal  relations  with  staff, 
counselors  and  other  agencies.  Peri¬ 
odic  social  get  togethers  wwe  set  up 
as  part  of  an  effort  to  build  better 
working  processes  among  communi¬ 
ty  participants.  Joint  board  activities 
have  been  integral  to  expanding 
supportive  networks  for  the  QSCC. 
It  ako  actuated  one  of  the  basic  phil¬ 
osophies  of  the  QSCC — to  collab¬ 
orate  and  share  resources. 

For  the  coming  year,  plans  ^e 
being  made  to  organize  a  commiinity 
fair  and  to  get  involved  in  visud 
media  for  advocacy  as  well  as  techni¬ 
cal  learning. 


The  Dragon  Boat  Festival  Com¬ 
mittee  is  gearing  up  for  anothCT  year 
of  summer  fun  and  festivity. 
Subcommittees  are  being  formed  for 
the  Dragon  Boat  Festival,  an  Asian 
cdebration  which  will  be  held  on 
June  26  at  the  Esplanade.  Volunteers 
are  urgently  needed. 

If  you  would  like  to  volunteer  for 
a  particular  activity,  please  contact 
the  subcommittee  coordinators: 


Boat  Decoration — Leshe  Kim  at 
566-4149:  Logistics— Nancy  &to  at 
445-6045;  Boat  Crews— Peter  Lew  di 
876-8202;  Arts  and  Crafts--!^- 
Ling  Hwang  at  443-52^;  I^bh- 
city-Irene  Wong  at  73^)352;  Lucy 
Chen  at  894^5.  Or  wnte  to: 
Dragon  Boat  Festiv^ 
c/o  Quincy  Conunuraty  School,  885 
Washington  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02111. 


Volunteers  Needed  To  Help  Refugees 


The  International  Institute  of 
Boston,  a  non-profit  social  service 
agency  devoted  to  resettling 
immigrants  in  the  greater  Boston 
area,  needs  volimteers  to  help  re¬ 
fugees.  You  can  provide  transport¬ 
ation,  collect  clothing,  translate, 
teach  English,  find  apiartoents  or 
visit  newly  arrived  families.  Your 
willingness  to  give  three  hours  a  week 
is  the  only  requirement;  the  Institute 
will  provide  you  with  any  necessary 


training. 

Since  its  founding  in  1924,  the 
Institute  has  helped  volunteers  to 
help  immigrants,  refugees  and  ling¬ 
uistic  minorities  in  their  adjustment 
to  American  life.  You  are  cordi^y 
invited  to  join  in  this  ongoing 
“Welcome  to  America”  reception. 
Please  call  Todd  Lake  at  the  Inter¬ 
national  Institute  of  Boston,  287 
Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 
02115,  536-1081  Oeave  message). 


"Dragon  Gate"  Begns  New  Broadcast  Time 


“Dragon  Gate,”  a  weekly 
bilingual  radio  program  in  Mandarin 
and  English,  will  change  its  broad¬ 
cast  time  to  Saturday  mornings  9:00 
to  10:00  a.m.  beginning  March  13. 


EducAiioN  TodAy - - - - 

Alternatives  To  College:  Apprenticeships^Vocational-Technical  Schools 


By  Margie  Lew 

For  those  of  you  who  do  not  want 
or  are  unable  to  attend  college,  but 
need  some  training  to  enter  the  job 
market,  here  are  some  alternatives  to 
consider. 

One  of  these  choices  is  vocational- 
technical  school.  This  type  of  school 
generally  offers  short-term  programs 
leading  to  a  certificate  or  diploina. 
The  typical  course  extends  from  nine 
months  to  two  years.  During  this 
brief  period,  students  receive 
practical  training  in  technic^  or 
specific  trade  areas.  Vocational- 
technical  school  graduates  are  often 
placed  in  jobs  they  were  trained  for 
soon  after  completing  the  course. 

Some  of  the  occupations  you  can 
prepare  for  at  these  schools  are. 
computer  techmcian,  electronics 
technician,  computer  programmer, 
electrician,  hairdresser,  cosmet¬ 
ologist,  medical  or  legal  secretary, 
dental  assistant,  data  processor, 
medical  lab  technician,  and  more. 

Although  some  schools  are  pri¬ 
vate  and  expensive,  there  usually  are 
financial  aid  programs  that  you  can 
inquire'  about.  There  also  are 
vocational-technical  courses  or 
programs  at  area  high  schools  for 
free  or  for  a  very  low  tuition  fee. 

The  general  requirement  for  ad¬ 
mission  is  a  high  school  diploma  or 
General  Educational  Development 


(G.E.D.).  In  addition,  some  schools 
administer  an  entrance/aptitude  test 
or  request  an  interview/visit. 

To  help  you  select  which  schools 
are  right  for  you,  check  the  list  put 
out  by  the  National  Association  of 
Trade  and  Technical  Schools 
^ATTS).  The  NATTS  is  one  na¬ 
tional  organization  that  handles  ac¬ 
creditation  of  trade  and  technical 
schools  across  the  United  States. 

Success  in  job  placement  is 
another  important  criteria  to  use. 
Ask  the  school  for  concrete  data 
regarding  the  success  rate  of  their 
graduates  finding  jobs  in  the  area 
they  were  trained  for. 

For  the  individual  s^king  to 
acquire  practical  skills  during  a  short 
period  of  training  time,  a  trade  or 
technical  school  just  may  be  the 
answer. 

Another  option  is  becommg  an 
apprentice.  An  apprenticeship  is  a 
training  system  where  a  person 
learns  a  skiUed  trade  on  the  job 
under  an  experienced  craft  worker 
(“journeyman”),  and  in  related 
classroom  instruction.  As  an 
apprentice  you  are  paid  at  progress¬ 
ive  rates,  banning  with  about  half 
the  journeyman’s  rate,  and  even¬ 
tually  up  to  90%  of  free  oav. 

The  training  period  takes  from 
one  to  six  years  to  complete,  though 
usually  four  years  are  required  for 
most  trades. 


Typical  apprenticeship  trades 
include:  carpenter,  auto  me^anic, 
plumber,  brick-layer,  jewelpr 
engraver,  drafter,  meat-cutter,  air- 
conditionin^refrigeration  mechanic 
and  machinist. 

To  become  an  apprentice  you 
must  be  eighteen  years  of  age  or 
older,  and  a  high  school  graduate. 
An  entrance  exam  may  also  be 
required. 

Apprenticeship  programs  are  ^ 
by  employers,  usutilly  in  conjunction 
with  labor  unions.  Getting  into  ap¬ 
prenticeships  can  be  difficult  because 
labor  unions  tend  to  be  dominated 
by  various  ethnic  groups.  However, 
apprenticeship  programs  are 
required  by  law  and  by  regulations 
from  the  United  States  Department 
of  Labor  to  ensure  equal 
opportunity  for  all.  Under  these 
rules,  apprenticeship  programs  must 
actively  recruit  women,  blacks, 
hispanics,  Asians  and  other 
minorities. 

There  are  various  prograi^ 
designed  to  help  young  minorities 


The  program  will  be  aired  on  Boston 
College’s  radio  station  WZBC  (90.3 
FM).  Features  include  community 
news,  music  and  cultural  and  educa¬ 
tional  segments. 

Also  beginning  March  13, 
“Dragon  Gate”  will  introduce  a  new 
Chinese  conversation  segment  to 
audiences  interested  in  learning 
Mandarin.  Text  materials  are 
available  upon  request. 

In  order  to  provide  up-to-the-date 
news  for  the  Chinese  community, 
“Dragon  Gate”  welcomes  listings  of 
events  from  local  organizations. 
Donations  of  tapes,  records  or 
books  are  also  appreciated.  Monthly 


and  women  to  prepare  for  and  enter 
apprenticeships.  The  Recrmtment 
and  Training  Progr^,  Inc.  (RTF)  is 
one  such  program  in  Boston. 

For  help  with  applying  for  an  ap-  ^  ^ 

prenticeship,  contact  a  Ic^  nromm"guides*^me  av^ble  upon 
Apprenticeship  Information  Center,  jhe  mailing  address  is: 

In  Boston,  there  are  two  ^nters.  Chinese  Broadcast,  P.O. 

One  is  at  255  Huntm^on  Avenue,  Boston,  MA 

and  the  other  at  189  Massachusetts 
Avenue;  727-7473/4. 

For  more  information  about  ap-'  ^  ^ 

prenticeships  you  can  write  or  call:  AttomeV  PoSltioil 

The  Bureau  of  Appre^ic^hip^^d  AALDEF 


Training,  Region  I,  JFK  Building, 
Room  1001,  Government  Center, 
Boston,  Mass.,  02203;  223-6740. 

There  are  several  advantages  to 
entering  an  apprenticeship  program. 
Apprentices  earn  as  they  learn,  and 
opportunities  for  advancement  are 
good. 

College  is  not  for  everyone.  If  you 
want  some  other  type  of  training, 
look  into  vocational-technical 
schools  or  apprenticeships.  You  may 
build  a  future  there. 


ABCD  Receives  $280,232  For  Job-Training 


A  unique  public/private  sector 
job-training  program  is  expanding. 
Action  for  Boston  Community  Dev¬ 
elopment  (ABCD)  February  1  recei¬ 
ved  a  grant  for  $133,232  from  the 
state’s  new  Bay  State  Skills  Corpor¬ 
ation  to  train  200  individuals  (many 
from  economically-disadvantaged 
backgrounds)  for  entry  level  clerical 
and  accounting  jobs  at  the  Shawmut 
Bank  of  Boston  and  New  England 


FOR  SALE 

1976  Dodge  Voyager  12-passen¬ 
ger  van,  8  cylinders,  automatic 
transmission,  only  36,000 
miles,  best  offer.  Boston  Evan¬ 
gelical  Church,  426-5711. 


Merchants  National  Bank.  The  two 
banks  have  matched  the  grant  with 
private  funds  of  $147,(XX),  for  a  total 
of  $280,323  for  the  program. 

The  grant  provides  funds  for  con¬ 
tinuing  and  Branding  ABCD’s 
ongoing  job-training  progr^  with 
the  Shawmut  Bank,  begun  in  1980, 
which  now  includes  New  England 
Merchants. 

The  780-hour  training  curriculum 
will  be  given  at  ABCD’s  trainmg 
center  in  Boston  and  will  operate  in 
four  26-week  cycles.  A  new  training 
cycle  will  start  every  1 3  weeks,  so  that 
program  graduates  can  be  absorbed 
into  the  bank’s  workforces  on  a 
gradual  basis. 

John  La  Ware,  chairman  of 
Shawmut,  states  that  he  views  the 
program  as  one  of  “enlightened  self 
interest — we  are  trying  to  solve  a 
need  of  ours  and  at  the  same  time 
solve  a  problem  in  the  community. 


TAX  ASSISTANCE  SERVICE 

Bilingual  tax  assistance  with  fecteral  and  state  tax  forms  until 
Apnl  15.  $4-short  form.  $6-long  form. 

Monday  1-4  p.m. 

Tuesday  1-4  p.m.  and  5-8  p.m. 

Thursday  1-4  p.m. 


Come  to 


:  Chinese  American  Ovic  Association 
Multi-Service  Center 
18  Oxford  Street  1/F 
Boston  MA 

or  call  for  appointment;  426-2768 


The  Asian  American  Legal 
Defense  and  Education  Fimd 
(AALDEF)  seeks  a  third  staff 
attorney.  AALDEF  is  a  non-profit 
organization  that  does  impact 
litigation  and  community  education 
on  behalf  of  Asian  American  com¬ 
munities.  Current  program  priorities 
include  employment/labor^  right^ 
immigration,  affirmative  action,  and 
government  benefits.  Present  staff 
consists  of  two  attorneys,  ari 
outreach  coordinator,  and  several 
law  student  interns  and  volimteers. 

Job  Description;  developing  and 
coordinating  major  litigation;  super¬ 
vising  law  students  and  college 
students  in  clinical  program;  partici¬ 
pating  in  community  education  and 
outreach  activities;  and  assisting  in 
fundraising  and  general  administra¬ 
tive  work. 

Qualifications:  litigation  experi¬ 
ence  in  federal  or  state  c»urts; 
admission  to  New  York  Bar  is  pre¬ 
ferred;  interest  in  serving  legal  neei^ 
of  low-income  minority  communi¬ 
ties — Prior  work  experience  in  Asian 
American  communities  is  preferred 
but  not  required;  ability  to  speak  an 
Asian  language,  especially  Korean  or 
Japanese,  is  preferred  but  not 
required. 

Salary:  commensurate  with  ex¬ 
perience  and  qualifications. 

Starting  Date:  as  soon  as  possible. 

Interested  applicants  should  send 
a  resume  and  writing  sample  by 
March  30.  1982  to:  Selection 

Committee,  Asian  American  Legal 
Defense  and  Education  Fund,  350 
Broadway,  Suite  308  New  York, 
N.Y.  10013. 

Essex  Station  Closes 
And  Boylston  Station 
Reduces  Services 

In  a  move  to  save  $6.5  million 
through  maintenance  and  personnel 
cuts,  the  MBTA  Board  of  Directors 
February  23  approved  a  plan  which 
impacted  services  at  the  two  rapid 
transit  stations  located  closest  to 
Chinatown. 

Under  the  plan,  on  March  2  Essex 
station  was  closed  and  services  at  the 
Boylston  station  reduced.  Boylston 
station  is  now  open  to  exiting 
passengers  only  and  to  all  passengers 
between  3:30  and  6:30  p.m. 
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DMMEF  Begins  Second  National 
Minority  Internship  Program 


ABCD  Offers  Fuel  Assistance ,  Services  And  Weatherization  Kits 


Racial  minority  students  from 
colleges  across  the  country  will  be 
able  to  explore  career  opportunities 
in  the  rapidly-growing  $1 12-billion 
direct  marketing  field  through  an  in¬ 
dustry-sponsor^  internship  pro¬ 
gram,  according  to  Richard  L. 
Montesi,  president  of  the  Direct  Mail 
Marketing  Educational  Foundation 
(DMMEF). 

In  the  summer  of  1982,  twelve 
minority  students  will  intern  for 
eight  weeks  at  New  York  metropol¬ 
itan  area  direct  marketing  firms. 
Each  student’s  transportation  to  and 
from  New  York,  room-and-board 
for  two  months,  and  $225-per-week 
stipend  will  be  underwritten  by  the 
direct  marketing  firms  participating 
in  the  DMMEF  program.  In  addit¬ 
ion  to  on-the-job  experience,  the 
interns  will  benefit  from  a  series  of 
orientation  and  general  meetings 
where  they  will  discuss  direct 
marketing  with  experienced  pro¬ 
fessionals  in  the  field. 

DMMEF  internships  are  open  to 
any  racial  minority  student  who  has 
completed  at  least  his  or  her  junior 
year.  There  is  no  restriction 
regarding  academic  concentration, 
but  the  selection  committee  will 


certainly  consider  a  student’s  interest 
in  direct  marketing  and  in  a  business 
career.  This  is  a  highly-comf^titive 
program  designed  to  select  minority 
people  who  have  potential  for 
successful  direct  marketing  careers. 
Only  a  limited  number  of  internships 
are  available.  Only  one  student  per 
department  within  a  school  should 
apply. 

Application  forms  for  the  pro¬ 
gram  can  be  obtained  through 
college  placement  officers  and  mar- 
keting/joumalism  professors.  Add¬ 
itional  applications  are  available 
from  the  Direct  Mail  Marketing 
Educational  Foundation,  Inc.,  6 
East  43rd  Street,  New  York,  NY 
1(X)17.  Deadline  for  applications  is 
March  17  1982. 

The  Direct  Mail  Marketing  Edu¬ 
cational  Foundation  seeks  to  im¬ 
prove  the  scope  and  quality  of  direct 
mail  and  direct  marketing  education 
in  college  and  universities  and  to 
encourage  students  to  consider 
careers  in  the  industry.  Established 
in  1965,  the  Foimdation  conducts 
semi-annual  Career  Days  and  Direct 
Marketing  Institutes  where  himdreds 
of  college  students  learn  about  direct 
marketing. 


CTA  Provides  Free  Tax  Preparation 
Services  In  Allston  And  South  End 


This  spring  a  large  segment  of  the 
Boston  community  will  qualify  to 
have  their  tax  returns  prepared  for 
free.  The  service  will  be  provided  by 
a  non-profit  orgai^tion  called 
Community  Tax  aid  of  Boston 
(CTA)  which  was  recently  formed  by 
a  group  of  Harvard  Business  School 
students.  Beginning  February  22nd 
and  continuing  throughout  the  tax 
season,  CTA  volunteers  will  prepare 
tax  returns  at  eleven  neighborhood 
locations  throughout  the  Boston 
area. 

To  qualify  for  the  service,  income 
for  an  individual  may  be  no  greater 
than  S9,000  per  year  and  for  a  family 
of  two  or  more,  no  greater  than 
$14,000.  Each  of  CTA’s  tax  prepara¬ 
tion  centers  will  be  open  once  a  week 
either  on  a  weekday  evening  from 
6:30  to  8:30  or  on  a  Saturday 
morning  from  9:00  to  12:00.  To  take 
advantage  of  this  free  service,  eligible 
taxpayers  need  only  visit  one  of  the 
many  CTA  locations  during  oper¬ 
ating  hoiu^.  They  should  bring  along 
their  W-2  forms  and  records  of  all 
other  income  and  expenses  for  them¬ 
selves  and  their  family. 

The  tax  returns  will  be  prepared  by 
trained  volunteers  consisting  of  acc¬ 
ountants,  lawyers  and  students 
recruited  fi-om  throughout  the 
greater  Boston  area.  Complete  pre¬ 
paration  of  both  state  and  federal  tax 
returns  is  included  in  the  service  as 
well  as  help  with  other  tax  problems 
such  as  not  receiving  a  refimd  due. 
Confidentiality  of  all  information  is 
guaranteed  by  Community  Tax  Aid, 


and  the  organization  agrees  to 
represent  the  client  should  an  IRS  in¬ 
quiry  be  necessary  regarding  a  CTA 
prepared  retium. 

Community  Tax  Aid  of  Boston  is 
modeled  after  a  similar  organization 
in  New  York  City  which  has  been  in 
operation  since  1970.  During  that 
time  hundreds  of  volunteers  have 
prepared  over  60,000  tax  returns. 
The  New  York  organization  has  also 
defended  those  returns  when  nec¬ 
essary,  and  in  one  case,  it  took  a  $53 
claim  all  the  way  up  the  IRS  appeals 
process  and  won. 

CTA  of  Boston  has  no  paid  staff 
and  operates  on  an  annual  budget  of 
less  than  $2,000  provided  by  contri¬ 
butions  from  the  Boston  business 
community.  Information  concern¬ 
ing  the  specific  locations  and  times  of 
CTA  service  is  listed  below. 


Blackstone  Commiuiity  School 
50  W.  BrookKne  St. 

South  End 

Wednesdays,  6:30  to  8:30  p.m. 
March  10, 17,  24,  31,  April  7, 14. 


South  End  Coriununity 
Health  Center 
400  Shawmut  Ave. 

South  End 

Satmdays,  9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon 
March  13,  20,  27,  April  3,  10 


Jackson/Mann  Community  School 
500  Cambridge  St. 

Allston 

Tuesdays,  6:30  to  8:30  p.m. 

March  9,  16,  23,  30;  April  6,  13 


SAMPAN  Needs  Your  Help 

and  paste-up 
No  experience 


This  year  will  mark  the  tenth  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  SAMPAN,  an  event 
made  possible  only  with  the 
dedication  of  volunteers  who 
through  the  years  recognized  the 
importance  of  having  a  Chinese 
community  newspaper. 

To  ensure  the  continuation  and 
growth  of  our  publication,  we  are 
seeking  additional  volunteer  staff. 
We  need  writers/reporters, 
translators,  sales  people  (we  pay 
commission),  photographers,  illus¬ 


trators  and  paste-up  and  layout 
artists.  No  experience  is  required, 
only  a  desire  to  serve  the  Qiinese 
community. 

SAMPAN  represents  the  only 
written  mode  of  communication 
available  to  the  Chinese  in  this  area. 

If  you  are  interested  in  volunteer¬ 
ing  a  few  hours  each  month,  please 
caJl  our  office  at  426-8673  or  write 
SAMPAN,  c/o  CACA  Multi- 
Service  Center,  18  Oxford  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Elderiy  Commission  Helps  Fund  Senior  Activities 


As  a  basic  step  in  the  promotion  of 
elderly  nutrition,  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  has 
recently  started  to  study  the 
nutritional  status  of  elderly  people  in 
the  Greater  Boston  area.  The  &uth 
Cove  Community  Health  Center  has 
been  delegated  the  responsibility  of 
conducting  a  survey  in  the  local 
community. 


blood  tests  will  be  performed  free- 
of-charge.  For  further  details,  please 
contact  the  health  center  at 
482-7555. 


If  fuel  bills  are  biting  your  budget 
and  the  draft  from  your  kitchen  win¬ 
dow  could  fly  a  kite,  don’t  despair. 
You  may  be  eligible  for  a  variety  of 
fuel  assistance  and  energy  conserva¬ 
tion  services  administered  by  Action 
for  Boston  Community  Develop¬ 
ment  (ABCD). 

The  fuel  assistance  program  helps 
low-income  residents  of  Boston, 
Brookline,  and  Newton  with  fuel 
and  utility  bills.  If  heat  is  included  in 
your  rent  bill  you  may  still  be  eligible. 
(In  some  cases  50  percent  of  the  rent 
is  paid  monthly  up  to  level  of 
assistance.)  In  addition,  a  unique 
part  of  the  program.  Project  Anti- 
Freeze,  provides  free  energy 
conservation  workshops  and 
materials. 

Even  though  winter  is  well 


underway,  eligible  residents  have 
much  to  gain  from  this  program. 
The  amount  of  assistance  depends 
on  gross  income  and  number  of 
residents  in  the  household.  Pros¬ 
pective  applicants  can  call  ABCD 
headquarters  (357-6012)  or  their 
neighborhood  ABCD  Area  Plann¬ 
ing  Action  Council  (APAQ  for 
specific  information.  Fuel  assistance 
intake  offices  are  set  up  in  more  than 
40  neighborhood  sites  and  at  ABCD 
headquarters  at  178  Tremont  Street, 
Boston.  Applicants  who  rent  must 
meet  the  same  income  eligibility 
guidelines  as  homeowners. 

All  qualifying  for  fuel  assistance 
can  also  participate  in  Project  Anti- 
Freeze  workshops  where  they  receive 
a  free  kit  of  weatherization  mater¬ 
ials.  John  Wells,  Project  Anti-Freeze 


director,  emphasizes  that  “.  .  . 
these  kits  are  not  symbolic,  they 
contain  enough  materials  to 
weatherize  a  home  with  12-15 
windows  and  two  doors.” 

Anti-Freeze  staff  are  currently 
conducting  more  than  20  workshops 
a  week  in  sites  throughout  the  city, 
and  distributing  more  than  5(X)  kits 
per  week.  Workshop  trainers 
demonstrate  installation  techniques 
for  weatherization  materials  (such  as 
weather  stripping),  discuss  a  variety 
of  energy  conservation  techniques 
and  distribute  written  weatherization 
instructions. 

Anti-Freeze  workshops  are  open 
to  the  general  public  and  persons  not 
eligible  for  fuel  assistance  attend 
because  of  the  usefulness  of  the 
content. 


City  Employment  And  Neighborhood  Development  Agencies  Meige 


In  a  move  to  consolidate  the  city’s 
federally  funded  job  training  and 
neighborhood  economic  develop¬ 
ment  functions,  the  City’s 
Employment  and  Economic  Policy 
Administration  (EEPA)  in  February 
merged  with  the  Neighborhood  Dev¬ 
elopment  Agency  to  form  the 
Neighborhood  E)evelopment  and 
Employment  Ajgency. 

Mayor  White  has  appointed 
David  S.  Mundel,  who  headed  both 
EEPA  and  the  NDA  before  the 
merger,  to  be  director  of  the  new 
agency. 

The  merger  is  designed  to  help  the 
city  maximize  the  efficient  use  of 
federal  funds  in  response  to  budget 


cuts  by  the  Reagan  Administration. 
The  merger  also  underscores  the 
city’s  commitment  to  link  employ¬ 
ment  and  training  efforts — a 
function  of  EEPA — with  neighbor¬ 
hood  economic  development  ac¬ 
tivities — a  function  of  the  NDA. 

EEPA’s  employment  services  will 
remain  available  through  the 
Neighborhood  Development  and 
Employment  Agency  at  the  same 
location — 15  Beacon  Street  in 
downtown  Boston.  Similarly,  the 
Neighborhood  Development  and 
Economic  Agency  will  continue  the 
efforts  of  the  NDA  to  use  Com¬ 
munity  Block  Grant  funds  to  revital¬ 
ize  the  city’s  neighborhood  business 


districts  and  provide  a  variety  of 
human  service  to  low-to-moderate 
income  Boston  residents. 


David  Mundel  said:  “The  func¬ 
tions  of  the  NDA  and  EEPA 
naturally  complement  each  other: 
neighborhood  business  development 
increases  employment  opportunities 
and,  by  the  same  token,  effective  job 
training  services  enable  local 
business  to  grow  more  easily.  The 
new  agency  will  improve  the  city’s 
ability  to  coordinate  these  two 
complementary  fimctions,  and  in  so 
doing,  enhance  the  city’s  efforts  to 
stimdate  Boston’s  economic 
growth.” 


WCVB-TV  To  Award  Five  Broadcasting  Internships  To  Minorities 


WCVB-TV  announced  that  five 
internships  will  be  awarded  to 
minorities  and  others  disadvantaged 
by  economic  or  social  conditions. 
The  internships  are  for  a  period  of 
twelve  weeks  in  the  summer  of  1982. 

The  requirements  for  applicants 
are:  continuing  in  college  in  fall  of 
1982;  majoring  in  some  field  of 
broadcasting;  applicant  must  be  a 
U.S.  citizen;  have  completed  either 
the  first  y^  of  a  junior  college  or  the 
first  three  years  of  a  four-year 
college;  and  have  a  recommendation 
from  his/her  college  as  to  ability  and 
aptitude.  Recommendation  forms 
be  provided  by  the  Internship 
Committee  at  WCVB-TV. 


Interns  will  be  paid  $110.(X)  per 
week  and  must  find  their  own  trans¬ 
portation  to  the  Newton  Highlands 
Station  (on  the  Riverside  Branch  of 
the  Green  Line  from  Park  Street). 
Transportation  will  be  provided 
from  there  to  5  TV  Place,  Needham, 
which  is  near  the  Highland  Avenue 
Exit,  56  West,  off  Route  128,  where 
the  studios  of  WCVB-TV  are 
located. 

While  a  WCVB-TV  internship  is 
not  an  apprenticeship,  it  is  an  opp- 
ortimity  .for  the  student  to  obtain  an 
overview  of  the  television  broad¬ 
casting  field,  and  in  particular,  that 
of  some  specific  area  thereof,  such  as 
news,  programming,  technical,  or 


sales.  The  basic  purpose  of  the 
program  is  to  provide  an  opp¬ 
ortunity  for  minority  and  disadvan¬ 
taged  students  majoring  in  broad¬ 
casting  to  obtain  fnst-hand  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  function  of  television. 

WCVB-TV  is  a  union  shop,  and 
therefore  under  no  circumstances 
can  a  non-union  person  operate  the 
equipment. 

Students  interested  in  an  intern¬ 
ship  should  obtain  an  application 
blank  from  CACA  in  Chinatown, 
and  the  completed  form  should  be 
returned  to:  Summer  Intern 
Program,  Personnel  Department, 
WCWB-TV,  5-TV  Place  (SI  82) 
Needham,  MA  02191. 


National  OCA  Executive  Director  Resigns 


Austin  Tao,  national  president 
of  the  Organization  of  Chinese 
Americans,  Inc.  (OCA),  announc¬ 
ed  December  4  the  resignation  of 
Don  Cooper  as  the  organization’s 
national  executive  director. 

Cooper,  whose  resignation 
became  effective  as  of  January 
1982,  cited  personal  reasons  as  the 
cause  for  his  decision. 

However,  he  said  he  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  suport  the  goals  of  OCA 
and  plans  to  participate  in  future 
OCA  activities.  Cooper,  an 
American  of  Chinese  descent,  was 
bom  in  China  and  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  from  Shanghai  in 
1954. 


Tao  expressed  appreciation  for 
Cooper’s  service  to  OCA  and 
wished  him  continued  success.  Tao 
also  appointed  a  Selection 
Committee,  which  he  will  chair,  to 
find  a  replacement  for  Cooper. 
Other  members  of  the  Committee 
are:  Mary  Lee  Au,  past  national 
OCA  president;  JuUa  Chang 
Bloch,  past  national  OCA 


program  director  and  national 
board  member;  S.K.  Liu  and 
Robert  Wu,  both  current  national 
OCA  vice  presidents  and  national 
board  members;  and  Kung-Lee 
Wang,  OCA  founder  and  first 
national  OCA  president. 


c 


ReaI  Estate 


WATERTOWN  2  FAMILY 


All  brick,  large  brick,  new 
kitchen  and  bath,  near  public 
transportation.  Well  priced  at 
$116,500. 

Century  21  West  Realty  Inc. 

926-5280 


House  for  Sale 

Spacious  2-family  house  for 
sale  in  Brookline.  Convenient 
location.  Six  rooms  and  five 
rooms,  2-car  garage,  separate 
utilities.  Low  taxes.  Immediate 
occupancy-$1 1 9,500. 

Contact  Mr.  Barrett,  Bentley 
(Associates  at  734A141. 


SMALL  FACTORY  OR 
SPORTSWEAR  SHOP 
FOR  SALE 

ON  KNEELAND STREET 
TERMS  AVAILABLE 
FOR  INFORMATION 
CALL 
266-5205 


The  emphasis  is  on  gathering 
inftxmation  about  vitamins,  miner¬ 
als,  proteins  and  cholesteral.  Any 
person  over  the  age  of  60  is  invited  to 
participate,  and  will  receive  a 
souvenir  gjjft. 


There  will  be  a  questionnaire  on 
personal  life-style,  shopping  and 
dietary  habits,  and  cooking  facilities. 
A  physical  examination,  urine,  and 


In  Hyde  Park,  spacious  one,  two  and  three  bedroom 
apartments  which  include  heat,  hot  water  and  cook¬ 
ing  in  the  rent.  Private  entrances  to  apartments, 
ample  parking  and  9  on-site  iaundries.  Bus  service  to 
Forest  Hiils.  For  an  appiication  or  more  information, 
cali  364-3020. 

tSi 


Equal  Housing  Opportunity 


CHELSEA  VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


Chelsea,  Mass. 

160  Elderly  &  Handicapped 
one  &  two  bedroom  apartments 
available  on  an  Equal  Opportunity  Basis 
Rental  office  located  at: 

407  Brodway,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

Telephone:  884-5941 

Application  Dates;  March  1, 1982  thru  March  7, 1982 
Hours;  9;00  a.m.  to  4;00  p.m.  daily 
Managed  by;  Peabody  Properties,  inc. 

Financed  by;  Mass  Housing  Finance  Agency 
in  conjunction  with  the  HUD  Section  8  Program 
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Questions  Remain  Over  Findings  Of  Engineering  Reports 


Continued  from  page  6 

went  into  constructing  them.”  He 
said  a  combination  of  econimics  and 
structural  problems  convinced 
Wang  the  conversion  of  the  Boylston 
Building  into  a  light  manufacturing 
use  was  impractical. 

The  15  people  who  attended  the 
February  18  merting  included 
officials  from  the  Boston  Re¬ 
development  Authority  (BRA)  and 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  (HUD), 
legal  counsels  from  Wang,  and  the 
legal  counsel  and  administrators 
from  CEDC. 


HeIp  WaintecI 


ViTiile  participants  refused  to 
confirm  whether  Wang  was  gjven  a 
specific  period  of  time  to  reconsider 
its  position,  it  seems  likely  that  tWs 
occurred.  However,  it  is  uncertain 
whether  Wang  was  asked  or  told  to 
review  its  position  because,  accord¬ 
ing  to  John  Riley  of  the  Wang  legal 
department,  the  corporation  was  in  a 
proposed  l^ing  arrangement  with 
CEDC,  freeing  Wang  from  any  legal 
liability.  Leong,  though,  said  the 
question  of  Wang’s  legal  liability  is 
“debatable”  and  CEDC  is  currently 
studying  the  issue. 

When  asked  whether  Wang  will 
review  the  engineering  report 


MARRIOTT  HOTEL 

Housekeepers,  full-time  days,  rotating  schedule. 
Must  be  able  to  speak  and  understand  English. 
Interviewing  hours  1-4,  Tuesday  thru  Friday  at  the 
Personnel  Office  located  at  2345  Commonwealth 
Avenue,  Newton,  MA  02166.  Call  969-1000. 


ROBERT  F.  KENNEDY  ACTION  CORPS  INC. 

Bookkeeper/T emporary  Job.  1-2  days  per  week.  Downtown 
Boston.  Must  be  able  to  handle  bank  reconciliations,  A/P, 
basic  bookkeeping.  Good  communication  skills,  related 
education  or  work  experience  required.  May  lead  to  a  full¬ 
time  position.  We  are  an  affirmative  action  employer. 
Written  applications  only.  Please  send  to: 

Janet  Smith 

RFK  Action  Corps  Inc. 

11  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 


CHILD  CARE  WORKER 

Needed  to  plan  and  supervise  children’s  activities  for  an 
after-school  program  located  in  Chinatown.  Interested 
persons  should  have  the  following  qualifications: 

1.  Experience  in  working  with  children. 

2.  Background  in  psychology,  sociology  or  education. 

3.  Bilingual  skills  in  Chinese. 

4.  Commitment  to  work  for  a  maximum  of  one  year. 


Please  contact:  Lorelei  Leung 
267-3700,  x533  from  9  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 
or  482-6382  from  3  -  5  p.m. 


SOCIAL  WORK 
ASSOCIATE 

Bilingual-Cantonese,  Toisinese 

To  work  int  he  Adult  Medical  Surgical  Unit  primarily 
with  Chinese  population  offering  direct  service  and 
community  liaison.  This  is  a  full-time  position,  BA 
required. 

Please  send  resumes  only  to  Kathleen  Fulton. 

New  England 
Medical  Center 

171  Harrison  Avenue  Box  795 
Boston,  MA  02111 


presented  by  CEDC  during  the 
meeting,  Wang  spokeperson 
Michael  Sullivan  said,  “We  will 
evaluate  everything  given  to  us.  We 
are  not  closing  the  door  on  anything. 
We  had  our  extensive,  and  rather  ex¬ 
pensive,  studies  performed  on  the 
building.  Initially,  the  consultant 
planned  to  be  there  six  to  eight 
weeks,  and  after  a  quick  evaluation, 
had  determined  it  would  not  be  prac¬ 
tical  to  go  on.”  According  to 
Sullivan,  the  study  cost  Wang  “six 
figures”. 

During  the  meeting,  according  to 
HUD  spokesperson  Jack  Flynn, 
HUD  representatives  gave  Boston  60 
days  to  complete  the  $1.13  million 
Urban  Development  Action  Grant 
(UDAG)  contract  it  had  sent  to  the 
city  last  September.  The  city  applied 
for  the  grant  to  help  CEDC  finance, 
in  part,  the  renovation  of  the 
Boylston  Building.  Before  the  grant 
is  officially  awarded,  the  contract 
must  be  completed,  signed  and 
returned  by  the  city. 

When  asked  why  the  city  had  not 
yet  signed  the  contract,  BRA  spokes¬ 
person  Ralph  Memelo  stated,  “The 
city  applied  for  the  UDAG  and  EDA 
(Economic  Development  Adminis¬ 
tration)  grants  to  help  facilitate  and 
implement  that  project,  which  the 
city  feels  is  a  very  important  project. 
Until  the  city  is  certain  the  grant  is 
not  going  to  be  used  for  this  purpose, 
it  does  not  want  to  sign  the  (UDAG) 
contract.” 

Memelo  added,  “According  to 
the  latest  information  we  have, 
there’s  been  no  final  decision  on  the 
Boylston  Building.  We  know  there’s 
been  an  exchange  of  correspondance 
between  Bill  Leong  and  Wang,  but 


any  decision  will  have  to  entail 
exchange  of  engineering  reports  by 
Wang  and  CEDC  .  .  .  The  city  feels 
as  if  there  has  to  be  some  further 
study  of  the  engineering  reports  done 
by  both  parties.” 

As  to  whether  the  city  may  be 
given  an  extension  on  the  60  day  time 
limit  to  return  the  UDAG  contract, 
Flynn  resjwnded,  “The  program  is 
pretty  flexible  as  long  as  we  feel  there 
is  success  in  the  overall  development 
of  the  project.  I  have  seen  some  pro¬ 
jects  go  on  for  a  year,  a  year  and  a 
h^,  and  still  they  received  the 
funding.”  The  granting  of  an  exten¬ 
sion  w5l  be  ba^  on  “how  much 
progress  is  being  evidenced  in  terms 
of  whether  the  private  commitments 
of  financing  are  in  place,  they  get  the 
necessary  permits,  and  they  have  the 
environmental  and  historical 
reviews,”  as  well  as  the  completion 
of  “grant  aspects  of  the  contract 
such  as  the  name  of  the  tenants,  the 
number  of  jobs  the  projat  will 
create  and  the  size  of  the  building,” 
he  explained. 

If  Wang  Laboratories  ultimately 


does  not  participate  in  the  Boylston 
Building  project,  the  city  will  have  to 
identify  another  tenant  in  order  to 
qualify  for  the  UDAG  grant,  Flyim 
added.  The  grant  program,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Leong,  also  stipulates  that  a 
tenant  providing  a  “similiar  use” 
and  creating  jobs  at  a  skill  level 
commensurate  to  those  proposed  by 
Wang  would  have  to  found.  The 
Wang  facility  was  expected  to  create 
25  positions  for  managers  and 
officials,  10  for  clerical  workers,  250 
for  operators,  and  8  for  service- 
relat«l  laborers. 

On  the  question  of  whether  the 
latest  development  in  the  Boylston 
Building  project  jeopardizes  the 
millions  of  dollars  in  loans  made_  or 
planned  to  be  made  by  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Boston  to  CEDC 
to  purchase  and  renovate  the 
building,  Wayne  Taylor  of  the 
bank’s  corporate  communications 
department  declined  to  comment, 
only  saying  the  First  National  Bank 
wished  to  “maintain  the  confident¬ 
iality  of  a  business-customer 
relationship.” 


New  Legislation  Gives  Protection 
Against  Winter  Utility  Shut-offs 


Beginning  this  winter,  all 
Massachusetts  gas  and  electric 
companies,  including  municipal 
utility  companies,  will  be  subject  to 
billing  and  termination  regulations 
recently  promulgated  by  the  state 
Department  of  Public  Utilities 
(DPU).  Designed  to  implement 
legislation  signed  by  Governor  Ed¬ 
ward  J.  King,  the  regulations  pro- . 


JUNIOR  FIELD  AUDITOR 

The  Department  of  the  State  Auditor  is  seeking  candidates  for  the  position 
of  Junior  Field  Auditor.  This  person  will  perform  detailed  examinations  in 
field  audits  of  accounts  of  State  departments,  divisions  or  other  political 
subdivisions  which  are  subject  to  State  and/or  Federal  accounting  regula¬ 
tions  and  authorities  created  by  the  General  Court.  The  candidate  must 
have  a  degree  in  Business  Administration  or  Finance  with  a  minimum  of  24 
semester  hours  in  college  level  accounting  completed  and  possess  the 
basic  knowledge  of  the  fundamentals  of  accounting  theory  and  practice. 
Salary  low  to  mid-teens,  depending  on  experience.  Please  forward  resumes 
to  the  Personnel  Director,  Department  of  the  State  Auditor,  Room  1819, 1 
Ashburton  Place,  Boston  02108.  All  replies  must  be  received  by  March  30th 
at  the  above  address. 

An  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer,  M/F. 


CHINESE  COMMUNITY 
BIG  SISTER-BIG  BROTHER  PROGRAM 

PART  TIME  RECRUITER 

Seek  person  to  recruit  Chinese-American  men  and 
women  volunteers  to  become  Big  Brothers  and  Big 
Sisters.  Person  must  have  awareness  of  the  Chinese- 
American  experience  and  ability  to  speak  and  work  with 
groups.  Knowledge  of  and  experience  with  the  Chinese 
Community  is  helpful.  Responsibilities  also  include 
some  coordination  of  group  activities  for  this  Chinese 
program.  Flexible  hours.  Send  resume  to:  Agnes  Lui, 

Big  Sister  Association,  P.O.  Box  734,  Boston,  MA  02117 
or  cal  I  267-4406. 

An  Equal  OpportunitylAffirmative  Action  Employer 


“Work  in  Boston’s  Anti-Poverty  Program” 

JOB  DEVELOPER 

Employ  men!  and  Training  C.A.C.A./N.E.C. 

Survey  the  local  market  for  prospective  employment  opportunities  and 
act  as  liaison  between  employers  and  applicants.  Specific  duties  will  in¬ 
clude:  interviewing  applicants,  developing  jobs  by  contacting  business 
and  participating  agencies.  Provide  follow-up  for  clients.  Other  related 
duties  as  required. 

Ability  to  identity  clients  with  potential  employers.  Good  interview¬ 
ing/fact  finding  skills.  High  School  diploma  or  equivalent.  Must  be  able  to 
work  with  individuals  from  diverse  economic  and  cultural  backgrounds. 
Ability  to  speak  Chinese  fluently.  (Cantonese  or  Tiosanese  dialects 
preferred.) 

Applications  to  Personnel  Dept. 

ACTION  FOR 


abed 


BOSTON  COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT,  INC. 

1 78  T remoni  Street 
Boston,  MA02111 


ABCO.  IrK.  IS  an  equal  opfxxlunity  employer  activety  saekli>g  applicationa  under  Ite 
atfirmadve  action  program. 


tect  financially  disadvantaged  in¬ 
dividuals  from  winter  utility  ser¬ 
vice  shut-offs. 

DPU  Chairman  Jon  N.  Bonsall 
stated,  “The  regulations 
specifically  prohibit  gas  and  elec¬ 
tric  companies  from  discontinuing 
any  service  that  proiddes  heat  or  is 
used  to  operate  heating  equipment 
during  the  winter  period  of 
November  15th  to  March  15th, 
where  a  customer  cannot  pay  his 
bill  when  due  because  of  financial 
hardship. 

In  order  to  ensure  protection 
under  the  statute,  a  hardship  fami¬ 
ly  must  contact  its  gas  or  electric 
company  and  obtain  a  financial 
hardship  form  to  be  completed  smd 
returned  to  the  company  within 
seven  days. 

Commissioner  George  R. 
Sprague  emphasized, “Even  when 
financial  hardship  has  not  been 
established,  a  utility  company 
must  obtain  express  approval  from 
the  Department  before  either  issu¬ 
ing  a  termination  notice  or  actually 
terminating  a  heating-related  ac¬ 
count.” 

The  new  DPU  regulations  fur¬ 
ther  protect  consumers  who  do  not 
qualify  as  financiEd  hardship  cases 
by  requiring  gas  and  electric  com¬ 
panies  to  offer  all  customers 
budget  plans  (equal  monthly 
payments  based  upon  customer’s 
past  usage)  and  payment  plans  (a 
minimum  of  four  months  to  pay 
large  past  due  amounts),  and  hy 
giving  customers  the  right  to  ap¬ 
peal  decisions  by  their  utility  com¬ 
panies  to  the  Department  of  Public 
UtUities. 

Commissioner  Edward  L. 
Belgrade  stated  that  the  new  DPU 
regulations  also  offer  year-round 
protection  to  the  elderly  and  the 
seriously  ill. 

Tenants,too,  are  protected  by 
the  new  regulations  in  the  event  of 
a  landlord’s  failure  to  pay  for  elec¬ 
tric  or  gas  utility  service  where  it  is 
included  in  a  tenant’s  rent. 

Any  questions  regarding  the 
regulations  and  their  application 
should  be  directed  to  the  Con¬ 
sumer  Division  of  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of 
Public  Utilities,  100  Cambridge 
St.,  Room  1202,  Boston,  MA 
02202;  (727-3531  or 

1-800-392-6066). 


Stenographer/Biller 

Small  downtown  Boston  firm 
looking  for  a  capable  person 
with.at  least  one  year's  experi¬ 
ence.  Shorthand  and  English 
required.  Close  to  public 
transportation  in  the  finarKial 
district.  Pleasant  working  con¬ 
ditions,  good  starting  salary 
and  generous  fringe  benefits. 
Call  Mr.  Snyder  at  542-7341 
for  appointment  An  Equal 
Opportunity  Employer. 


1982 
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Advanced  Electronics,  Inc 

745  ATLANTIC  AVENUE  •  BOSTON,  MA  02111  •  617-482-5266 


Boston  Chinatown’s  first  electronic  manufacturing  company 
welcomes  inquiries  from  the  community  for  various  job 
opportunities. 


GROUP  LEADERS 

•  Familiar  with  electronic  drawings  and 
components 

•  Experienced  in  electronic  assembling  and 
soldering 

•  Leadership  ability 


INSPECTORS 

•  Familiar  with  electronic  components  and 
drawings 

•  Some  experience  in  electronic  assembly 

•  Must  have  good  eye-sight  and  be  quick  to 
learn. 


ASSEMBLERS 

•  No  experience  required 

•  Good  manual  dexterity  and  eye-sight 

•  Patient  and  willing  to  learn 
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BOSTON  CHINESE  EVANGEUCAL  CHURCH 

£Bim  (<l  «)  S£B±¥+-l»jE 

WORSHIP  SERVICt  (CwitonpM/Engllph):  on  Sundoyo  «  11:00  •.m. 

3^)  S£B±^1lb#5.+^ 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  (bH  i«M  *  C*nton«M/ English):  on  Swndsys  at  9:X  s.m. 

ft^WKIIWn  (*^««»-«;)  mimS.T¥-t^* 

BAANCH  11  4  Ml  (collsgs  4  carssr  •  English):  on  Fnoays  M7:So‘p:m.  ^ 

«f!B5?N  (:('j»®|lllK)  (fffF— 418)  Si.nBKT^-tii^ t 

BRANCH  rv  (youth  •  Csnionsss):  on  Fridoys  at  7:30  p.m. 

■Jft5£B5e  (#!S)  »fl*tt£BT¥rKJiE 

MEN’S  FELLOWSHIP  (Cantonas#):  on  th#  last  Sunday  of  aach  month  at  2:00  p.m. 

W  <r®  KS  f) «  »  £  B  T=F  ~  WI 

WOMEN'S  FELLOWSHIP  (Cantonaaa):  on  th#  last  Sunday  of  aach  month  at  2:00  p.m 
AU.  ARE  VyEtCOMC  TO  OUR  REOOtAR  MEETIHOS 

a««±®“&?'lE»frraA!R 
249  Harrison  Avenue,  Boston,  Mass.  02111 
Tel:  (617)  426-5711 


ri'* 


Ct)(M  PIARL 

426-4338  '  338-7996 

9  TYLER  ST.  BOSTON,  A4ASS.  02111 

LUNCHEON  -  DINNER  -  COCKTAILS 
Dalicious  Chinese  &  American  Foods 
ORDERS  PUT  UP  TO  TAKE  OUT 
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